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FW9 

FW 9: Feeding supplementary concentrates 
a. Groups of sheep fed supplementary concentrates must have 

sufficient trough space to eat at the same time.  
b. There must be sufficient trough space for forages to ensure that, 

within 24 hours, all sheep have sufficient access to meet their 
nutritional requirements.  

c. When calculating required trough space, the following must be 
considered: 
1. The size of the animals;  
2. The number of animals; and  
3. The presence or absence of horns.  

d. Sufficient trough space or feeding areas must be provided to 
minimize aggression due to competition for feed. 

Observe and record what equipment is used for feeding 
concentrates, and record if this differs between groups of sheep 
(e.g., milking ewes vs. growing lambs).  Observe and record any 
competition or aggression in the feeding area.  Does the feeding 
equipment provide all animals with easy access to meet their 
needs?  Record any concerns about feeder space or feeder access. 

 

 

FW10 

FW 10: Supplying adequate nutrients 
Sheep must not be kept for longer than 24 hours in an environment 
that is known to be nutrient deficient (e.g., holding pens, stubble, or 
exhausted root crops) unless appropriate nutritional supplements are 
provided. 

Observe, inquire and record if sheep are ever kept in environments 
that do not provide for their nutritional needs – how is 
supplemental feed provided in these areas, if needed? 

 

FW11 

FW 11: Appropriate feed for special needs sheep 
Sheep that are unable to eat normally due to damaged, missing, or 
loose teeth, must be supplied with feed that they are able to eat and 
digest (e.g., sufficiently long grass or concentrates).  

Inquire and record the procedure for feeding special needs animals, 
and what feedstuffs they are provided with.  

FW12 

FW 12: Trough feeding 
a. Troughs must be kept clean and stale feed removed.  
b. Automatic feeding equipment must be: 

1. Cleaned at least once a week; and  
2. Maintained in good working order. 

Comment on general cleanliness and any routine 
cleaning/maintenance performed.  Record any evidence of 
stale/moldy feed, recent pest activity, or maintenance issues 
observed.  Inquire and record whether automatic feeding 
equipment is cleaned at least weekly.  

 

FW13 
FW 13: Cleaning tools used for liquid feeding 
Equipment and utensils used for liquid feeding must be thoroughly 
cleansed daily, and routinely sanitized.  

Inquire and record the procedure for cleaning and sanitizing liquid 
feeding equipment.  

FW14 
 
 
 
 
 
FW15 

FW 14: Wholesomeness of stored feed 
a. Stored feeds, such as hay and silage, must be: 

1. Protected from vermin and other animals; 
2. Of good quality; and  
3. Palatable to sheep. 

b. To reduce contamination by bird feces and other animals, all 
feed hoppers/bins (storage containers) must be covered. 

FW 15: Avoiding unsuitable feedstuffs 
Practices must be in place to prevent access to poisonous plants and 
unsuitable feedstuffs.  

Describe feed storage. How are pests, birds & cats controlled? 
How is contamination/spoilage/weather damage prevented? 
Record any evidence of spoilage/contamination.   
 
Record the methods of pasture weed control and prevention of 
poisonous plants. 

 

FW16 

FW 16: Caring for sheep fed on root crops 
Sheep fed on root crops must be given particular care and attention 
with regard to: 

1. Dentition; 
2. Ground condition; 
3. Provision of shelter; and  
4. A dry lying area. 

Observe, inquire and record if sheep are ever kept on root crop 
fields.  Inquire and record how dentition is monitored, and observe, 
inquire and record how ground condition is maintained, and how 
shelter and a dry lying area are provided. 
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E (D) 2 

E (D) 2: Milking parlor hygiene 
The highest standards of hygiene must be practiced in the parlor to 
reduce risk of infection: 
 
1 Ewes must be clean and dry at milking, paying particular 

attention to udders and teats. 
2 Udder, teats and flanks must be clean, dry and free from sores on 

entry to the parlor. 
3 Parlor staff must have clean hands when handling teats and 

udders; consideration should be given to the use of clean rubber 
gloves.  

4 Single-use udder cloths or paper towels must be used to 
clean/dry udders. 

5 All cases of mastitis must be treated promptly, and underlying 
predisposing factors corrected.  

6 Any sheep with mastitis or other udder diseases must be marked 
and milked last, and the milk discarded. Alternatively, they may 
be milked with a separate cluster and bucket.  

7 Sheep with chronic mastitis must be identified and humanely 
slaughtered.  

9 Measures must be in place to minimize the risk/incidence of 
mastitis in dry sheep.  

11 Routine ‘fore-milk’ examination must be made to identify early 
cases of mastitis.  

12 All teats must be treated with an approved teat disinfectant; 
consideration should be given to the use of an emollient when 
teats are dry, chapped and cracked.  

 

FOR DAIRY OPERATIONS, YOU MUST OBSERVE MILKING 
PROCEDURES.  
During milking, observe and inquire as appropriate and record 
the following:   
 
Are the ewes clean, especially udders and teats? 
Are the udders, teats and flanks clean, dry and free from sores on 
entry to the parlor?  
Do the parlor staff have clean hands when handling teats? 

- Do they use clean rubber gloves? 
- Do they use single use udder cloths or paper towels? 

 
Did you observe any cases of mastitis?  How do caretakers check 
for mastitis? If mastitis is found in a ewe, how do they treat it?  
What is the mastitis rate? If the rate exceeds their target rates for 
more than 2 months, do they work with their vet to identify the 
organism responsible, and develop a treatment plan?  Are ewes 
with mastitis marked and milked last? 
 
Is the milk from the ewes with mastitis discarded or pasteurized?  
Or it can be milked with a separate cluster and bucket? 
 
Are all teats treated with an approved post-milking teat 
disinfectant? Is there an emollient used when teats are dry, 
chapped or cracked? 
 
What practices are used to prevent mastitis in dry ewes? 
  
Are ewes encouraged to remain standing for approximately half 
an hour to allow the teat canal sphincter to close following 
completion of milking?  

 

 

E (D) 3.b 

E (D) 3: Milking Machines 
b. Proper application, function and maintenance of the milking 
machinery must be ensured, by practicing the following: 
1. Avoid under and over milking. 
2. Select appropriate teat cup liners.   
3. Check teat cup liners daily and replace damaged/rough teat 

liners.  
4. Exchange liners according to manufacturer’s recommendations. 
5. Ensure correct pulsation rate and a correct release/squeeze ratio. 
6. The vacuum regulation must be functioning correctly and 

preventing vacuum fluctuation. 

What training was given to the employees on the milking 
machinery and who provided the training (the manufacturer? 
Other farm workers?) 
Did the employees select appropriate teat cup liners? 
Do they check teat cup liners daily and replace damaged/rough 
teat liners?  How often do they do this? 
Do they review manufacturer’s recommendations and follow 
them?  
Inquire and record how employees ensure correct pulsation rate 
and a correct release/squeeze ratio.   
Inquire and record how employees determine that the vacuum 
regulator is functioning correctly and how they prevent vacuum 
fluctuation.  

 

E (D) 4 
E (D) 4: Waiting times 
Ewes must not wait/stand for longer than a total of 2 hours in holding 
pens prior to or after milking. 

Observe, inquire and record how long ewes are kept in the holding 
pens prior to milking – does it exceed two hours?  
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BODY CONDITION SCORING SCALE 
 
 

Score Appearance Condition 

0 Emaciated, unthrifty, weak Spine sharp and prominent, no fat cover, wasted muscle 
structure, transverse processes protrude 

1 Extremely thin, unthrifty but agile Spinous processes prominent, no fat cover, transverse 
processes protrude 

2 Thin, but strong and thrifty Spinous processes prominent but smooth, slight fat cover, 
muscle fullness, transverse processes rounded 

3 Moderate, thrifty with limited fat 
deposits in fore-rib 

Spinous processes rounded, muscle development full, 
transverse processes rounded 

4 Fat 
Spinous processes evident only as a line, fat cover 
considerable but firm, transverse processes cannot be felt 

5 Obese Spinous processes not detectable, fat cover dense and soft, 
transverse processes not detectable 

 
 
 
 

 




