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Dear Commissioner Ridgeway, 

I am the president of the Medical Surgical Assistants Society of Australia (MSASA), and in 
that capacity represent the several thousand doctors who assist regularly in private surgery.   
MSASA is a member organisation of COPS, the Council of Procedural Specialists. 

Unfortunately I was unable to give my presentation on behalf of MSASA on 8th July, but I 
thank you for the opportunity to make a further written submission. 

The MSASA executive has further considered the nib and HH proposals, the various 
submissions in response, and the replies by nib and HH.  The meeting on 8th July was most 
informative.  

MSASA believes there are 5 key public detriments that will flow from the proposed conduct 
should nib and HH be given approval to form this buying group, with or without conditions.   

They are: 

1. A loss of choice for surgeons, assistants, anaesthetists and patients. 
 

2. A resultant loss of efficiency in the system - the more choice, the more flexible and 
adaptable the system is.  If you reduce choice, the system is less able to cope with 
external shocks and efficiency suffers. 
   

3.  The erosion or total loss of the independence of the Medical Surgical Assistant role, 
which will increase perioperative risks for patients.  

4.  A large increase in the administrative cost of the health system due to extensive 
contracting requiring frequent renewal.    

5.  The introduction of US style “managed care”. 
 

To explain these one must appreciate the sophistication of the current private surgical 
system which has evolved in a relatively “free market” since the introduction of Medicare in 
1984.   After 37 years, that system is mature and operates very efficiently.   

When it comes to surgical assistants a wide variety of doctors perform the role, including 
specialist or full-time surgical assistants, GPs, Sports Medicine Physicians, surgeons (both 
active and retired), surgical trainees and others.   Major surgery is all about teamwork and 










