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Mr Gavin Jones 

Director, Competition Exemptions 

Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 

GPO Box 520  

Melbourne VIC 3001 

 

 

Dear Mr Jones 

AA1000537 – RRA – submission 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the abovementioned application by Refrigerant 

Reclaim Australia Limited (RRA) for re-authorisation of its product stewardship scheme to 

recover ozone depleting and synthetic greenhouse gas. As the agency responsible for 

administering the Ozone Protection and Synthetic Greenhouse Gas Management Act 1989 

and supporting legislation (the program), the Department of Agriculture, Water and the 

Environment (the Department) has an interest in RRA’s application.  

The Department supports RRA's application. The program regulates the import and 

use of ozone depleting substances and synthetic greenhouse gases and requires 

appropriate end of life management for these refrigerants. RRA’s scheme provides a 

mechanism to manage these refrigerants at end of life when they might otherwise be 

released to the atmosphere damaging the ozone layer and contributing to global warming. 

Emissions of ozone depleting substances and synthetic greenhouse gases are reduced 

through a range of measures including mandating trade qualifications and licensing for all 

people who handle these refrigerants, mandating standards, including for equipment, 

handling and storage, and requiring importers to take responsibility for management of end-

of-life refrigerants. 

A viable product stewardship scheme is an important part of Australia’s overall approach to 

reducing emissions of these substances. As outlined above, the program requires importers 

of ozone depleting substances and synthetic greenhouse gas to manage their product at 

end of life. RRA remains Australia's only product stewardship scheme for the recovery and 

destruction of ozone depleting substances and synthetic greenhouse gases. While there is 

potential for other schemes to be established, all current licensed importers have chosen to 

meet their product stewardship responsibilities through membership of RRA.  

In 2018, the Australian Government implemented a gradual phase-down of 

hydrofluorocarbons, a type of synthetic greenhouse gas mostly used in refrigeration and 

air conditioning equipment. The phase-down is being managed through an annual import 

quota, with the end point (15% of the baseline level) to be reached on 1 January 2036. As 

hydrofluorocarbon supply gradually decreases, RRA’s program will be an important emission 

reduction measure until the amount of hydrofluorocarbon in use is negligible. 



If you require any further information, please contact Rachel Gregson, Assistant Director, 

Ozone and Climate Protection Section, on  or . 

Yours sincerely 

 

Annie Gabriel 
A/g Director 
Ozone and Climate Protection Section 
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