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21  July 2021 
 
 
 
Mr Darrell Channing 
Director 
Competition Exemptions Branch 
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 
By email: exemptions@accc.gov.au 
 
 
Dear Mr Channing 
 
Re AA1000542 Honeysuckle Health and nib  - submission 
 
The AMA has made two submissions in relation to the above application and also appeared at 
the conference organised by the ACCC on 8 July 2021.  
 
The AMA stands by its earlier submissions and nothing we have seen from the applicant or in the 
subsequent ACCC draft determination has assuaged our serious concerns about the detrimental 
impact the proposed authorisation will have on patients, the delivery of health care and smaller 
private health funds if it is allowed to proceed.  
 
Given our critical concerns about this application, it is important that the AMA reiterates some 
of the points made at the above conference and in in our earlier submissions. Fundamentally, 
the above application is anti-competitive and would provide Honeysuckle Health with the 
opportunity to achieve a substantial level of market power that would be detrimental to 
competition and contrary to the intent of the Competition and Consumer Act.  
 
The ACCC may grant authorisation if it is satisfied that either: 
 

1. the proposed conduct would not be likely to substantially lessen competition or 
2. the likely public benefit from the conduct outweighs the likely public detriment. 

 
In relation to (1) above, this is something that clearly concerned the ACCC, evidenced in its draft 
authorisation by the inclusion of market share caps. However, in our respectful submission, the 
proposed authorisation still has the potential to substantially lessen competition. The caps 
suggested by the ACCC are extraordinarily generous and seem well above the benchmarks of 15 
to 20 percent that would be cause for concern for regulators in other jurisdictions like the United 
States and the European Union.  
 






