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 The ACCC proposal to grant authorisation to the Eastern Metropolitan Regional 

Council (EMRC) to establish, and more significantly safeguard a Regional Waste Collection 

Service contradicts everything the ACCC represents. While your mission statement is to 

“promote competition and fair trading” it is obvious that those principles can be easily 

overlooked. 

 

 Steann Pty Ltd is a small family owned and operated company that has been a leading 

supplier of verge collections to both metropolitan and rural local governments, including the 

Shire of Mundaring, in Western Australia for many years. The Shire is a valued client 

serviced over an 8-week period annually. Operating in our field which is labour intensive, 

requires a large investment in not only equipment but our employees. In an extremely tight 

labour market dominated by the mining industry, we manage to retain staff while contributing 

to their range of skills. In brief our viability in the industry is threatened if we have no work 

for our full-time staff. Furthermore, the Shire of Mundaring is very different to the other 

participating bodies in terms of scale. Our delivery model suits the extremely large semi-rural 

area and greater block sizes. Management and staff take pride in a service that is timely, 

efficient, and competitive.  

 

 Submissions from other interested parties echo our thoughts on the proposal and 

include the possibility of creating of a more costly, less efficient service which is protected 

from the competitive marketplace. As small business owner/operators we are compliant with 

the many levels of government regulations and operate successfully within the competitive 

tendering framework. For the ACCC to flout the Competitive Neutrality for public sector 

organisations which is WA Government policy and circumvent the tendering process is 

disconcerting. 

 

 Throughout the consultation process it has been our perception that we are the 

acceptable collateral damage necessary for the proposal to proceed. We would however hope 

that in the event of the Shire of Mundaring choosing to engage our services in the future, and 

requiring EMRC’s approval, our merits would be recognised. 
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       Owner/Director 
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