


We support the Commission’s reporting requirements for participating parties, particularly the 
requirement for a description of the issues arising from the COVID-19 pandemic that the 
proposed conduct seeks to address and how it will be addressed.  
 
We are not convinced the authorisation should stay in place for a full 12 months from the final 
determination in July. Restrictions across Australia are currently being lifted and in the absence 
of a severe second wave of infections, the types of disruptions the proposed conduct seeks to 
overcome may no longer be material. We recommend the Commission consider a 6-month 
rather than 12-month authorisation.  
 
We consider the types of conduct the authorisation allows may result in cost savings for the 
participating businesses as they are better able to coordinate various resources. We propose if 
this is the case the participating businesses pass these cost reductions through so consumers 
may benefit.   
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Anna Livsey 
Policy and Communications Officer 
Public Interest Advocacy Centre 
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