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Dear Ms Macrae 
 
Re: Soft Plastic Stewardship Australia - application for authorisation AA1000695 - interested 
party consultation 
 
Thank you for your email dated 24 March 2025 inviting interested parties to comment on an 
application for authorisation from Soft Plastic Stewardship Australia Limited (SPSA). 
 
This submission from Green Industries SA (GISA) and the South Australian Environment 
Protection Authority (EPA) solely addresses SPSA’s requested urgent interim authorisation to 
allow it to commence collection of the scheme levy and transfer existing arrangements that 
the Australian Food and Grocery Council (AFGC) has in place for small-scale kerbside soft 
plastic collection pilots. A separate submission will be provided to address the other matters 
raised in the application for authorisation from SPSA. 
 
GISA and the EPA have previously supported the arrangements that the AFGC has in place for 
managing small-scale pilots to collect soft plastics from households through kerbside 
recycling bins.   
 
In 2023, the AFGC led National Plastic Recycling Scheme (NPRS) kerbside soft plastic collection 
trials were supported by Australian Government funding. To support the system being trialled 
in South Australia, GISA provided grant funding for the NPRS trial involving three South 
Australian councils from November 2022 to December 2023. The cost to provide this kerbside 
collection service was $13-15 per household for the 12-month period. 
 
A second phase of this trial involving up to 6000 households from the same three council 
areas commenced on 4 February 2025. The bagged soft plastics from registered households 
will be sorted at Central Adelaide Waste and Recycling Authority recycling centre before being 
sent to a plastics processor. 
 
Previous trials have demonstrated that the low value of collected soft plastics does not offset 
the increased collection and sorting costs associated with the inclusion of soft plastics through 






