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About Us

The Australian Directors Guild (ADG) is the industry association and union representing the interests 
of film and television directors, writers/directors, documentary film makers and animators 
throughout Australia. Formed in 1982, it has over 600 members nationally and is a registered 
association of employees under the Fair Work (Registered Organisations) Act (Cth) 2009.

ADG was instrumental in the campaign that achieved change to the Australian Copyright Act 1968 
(Cth) to include directors as copyright owners of a cinematographic film for the purposes of 
retransmission of a free-to air-broadcast in 2005.

ADG Response

ADG has been recognised as an interested party and recently received notification from the 
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) to advise that ASDACS' has lodged an 
application to seek revocation and substitution of its existing authorisation (AA1000474-1) to 
maintain the following amendments to its constitution for a period of 10 years:

■ Clause 3.1(b) of the ASDACS Constitution, whereby ASDACS requires that as a condition of 
membership, members must assign to ASDACS all future copyright, and any past or present 
copyrights they hold in relation to the 'Retransmission Scheme' (as set out under section 
98(6) of the Act).

■ Clause 5 of the Constitution which provides that ASDACS will administer the collection and 
distribution of income attributable to director members under the Retransmission Scheme; 
and

■ Clause 4.2(b) of the ASDACS Constitution which provides after a minimum period of 12 
months and with a minimum of three months' notice, members may resign from ASDACS and 
require the reassignment of their copyrights from ASDACS.

ADG strongly supports ASDACS' request as outlined in its application and reiterates:

Directors are core contributors to an audio-visual work alongside producers and 
screenwriters, and play a central role in the creation of a cinematographic film; 
retransmission royalties are an important financial acknowledgement for their work.

Directors predominately work as contractors and lack bargaining power in individual 
negotiations with producers. In practice, directors can be pressured to assign their 
retransmission rights to producers and do not receive any compensation for the transferal of 
their rights.

Secondary royalty income serves as an important supplementary source of income for 
directors, with most earning well below the average wage (based on an ASDACS / ADG 
2024/5 survey to members, 34% of respondents earned less than $50k a year despite 69% 
working in the industry for over 10 years).

The ASDACS membership assignment model has ensured that screen directors receive their 
fair share of retransmission royalties (as administered by Screenrights) with ASDACS' 
reporting an average 36% annual year on year rise in retransmission royalties collected and 
distributed to directors.



• More broadly, the initiative aligns with the governments National Cultural Policy REVIVE and 
its aim to create a strong copyright framework that support creators through fair 
remuneration for the exploitation of their work.

Please contact me on the details below should you require any further any information.
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