
 

Doc 96685766 

ANZ Tower 161 Castlereagh Street Sydney NSW 2000 Australia 
GPO Box 4227 Sydney NSW 2001 Australia 

T +61 2 9225 5000  F +61 2 9322 4000 
herbertsmithfreehills.com  DX 361 Sydney 

David Hatfield 
Director 
Competition Exemptions 
Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission 
23 Marcus Clarke Street 
Canberra ACT 2601 
exemptions@accc.gov.au  

5 November 2021 
Matter 82701255 

By email 

Dear David 

AA1000574 Application for re-authorisation – Crown in Right of 
Tasmania as represented by the Department of Health (Department) 

We act for the Crown in Right of Tasmania (acting through the Department of Health) 
(Department). 
We refer to the submissions made by the Australian Society of Orthopaedic Surgeons 
(ASOS) dated 21 October 2021 and the Australian Medical Association (AMA) dated 21 
October 2021 (together, the Submissions). 

The Department welcomes the feedback provided by the AMA and ASOS and sets out its 
response below.  

Investment in healthcare system 
The pandemic has placed significant strain on healthcare systems around the world. 
Healthcare systems have been required to respond to the direct healthcare needs of 
Covid-19 patients, as well as other challenges that have arisen as a result the pandemic 
disrupting the day-to-day provision of healthcare services.  

To respond to these challenges and broader healthcare issues, the Tasmanian 
Government continues to make significant investments into the Tasmanian healthcare 
system, particularly to enhance and support statewide sustainable delivery of elective 
surgery via the Statewide Elective Surgery Four Year Plan (the Plan). This work includes: 

• Providing an additional $192.8 million over the four-year period 2021-22 to
2024-25 to deliver an estimated additional 22,300 elective surgeries and
endoscopies, with the objective of returning the Tasmanian public elective
surgery wait list to a sustainable position.

• Six broad strategies to drive improvement and sustainability of elective surgery
in Tasmania, against the areas of infrastructure and equipment; workforce;
enhanced surgical support services; reform and service enhancement;
enhanced clinical engagement; and the Department acquiring services from the
private sector.

The six strategies outlined above have the dual aims of strengthening capacity within 
Tasmania’s public hospitals, while at the same time enhancing the already strong, long 
standing relationships that exist between the Department and private hospitals at a 
regional level. As has always been the case, in implementing the Plan, the Department 
will continue to work closely with private hospitals to ensure optimal health outcomes for 
public and private patients. 








