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Optus makes billion dollar regional push

Paul Smith Technology editor
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Optus, the country's second largest telecommunications provider has unveiled

plans to pour $1 billion into a widespread upgrade of its regional mobile network,

in a move it described as one of the largest in Australia's history.

The plan was unveiled in a media briefing in Tamworth on Friday morning with

Optus chief executive Allen Lew flanked by Deputy Prime Minister and Member for

New England, Barnaby Joyce, where Optus is focusing a $4.5 initiative alongside

Vodafone to make upgrades.

Under the plan Optus will build 500 new mobile sites across regional and remote

parts of Australia, which it said includes 114 sites under the Federal Government's

Mobile Blackspots Program. It will also complete its 4G upgrade program toll

upgrade more than 1800 sites from 3G to 4G technology, upgrade the 4G capacity

in more than 200 sites and invest in its satellite small cell technology, which

provides mobile voice and data services to remote areas of Australia.
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The investment announcement comes just two months after The Australian

Competition and Consumer Commission announced it would not force Optus and

Telstra to share its regional infrastructure

[http://www.afr.com/business/telecommunications/accc-will-not-force-telcos-to-share-networks-

20170504-gvyyjf]with rivals providers like Vodafone and TPG.

Mr Lew said the improved network infrastructure build would be completed by the

end of June 2018. He said it would expand coverage and improve overall network

performance for residents, businesses, and its wholesale partners, while also

helping to build resilience in services that support public safety and emergency

services during natural disasters.

It will see Optus catching up to Telstra, which uses its superior regional coverage as

a major selling point against its rivals, and will give the likes of Vodafone and TPG

more to do to convince Australians that they can use their phones anywhere they

may be in Australia.

"This represents one of the single largest investments in regional mobile

infrastructure in Australia's history," Mr Lew said.

"Optus is building out its mobile network in the places where people live, work and

travel to ensure they can lead a vibrant online life. Importantly, we are densifying

the mobile network to provide better download speeds for data-hungry

applications such as video streaming."

Optus CEO Allen Lew said its regional investment was one of the largest in Australia's history. Edwina
Pickles
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In a statement Mr Joyce said Optus' investment added to the government's own

funding made under the Mobile Blackspot Program and would see 37 new or

upgraded mobile phone towers built in his electorate.

Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce was on hand to help Optus unveil its investment, as it focuses
significantly on his electorate. Alex Ellinghausen
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