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From:
Sent: Saturday, 12 June 2021 7:27 PM
To: Exemptions
Subject: NIB/honeysuckle health 

To Whom It May Concern,   
 
It is apparent that significant industry changes are pending regarding the delivery of quality medical care in 
Australia. 
 
It is notable that there has been an equally significant lack of notice to key stakeholders - those clinicians 
who care for actual patients day to day. 
 
I would request a review of the timeline, and a transparent and widespread distribution of this campaign - 
particularly to those Australian clinicians who currently keep their fellow Australians safe from the kind of 
‘care’ we have all seen play out in countries. 
 
Authorization number AA1000542-1) 
 
Kind Regards, 
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From:
Sent: Saturday, 12 June 2021 5:07 AM
To: Exemptions
Subject: For consideration.

To Whom it may concern: 

 

I am responding to the draft determination regarding Honeysuckle Health’s application to introduce what 
appears to be managed medical care into Australia. This determination does not take note of the serious 
effects on patient care if this is permitted but only of the effect on competition. 

 

What should be medical decisions about medical care, access to doctors and hospitals of choice, and 
duration of treatment will be made by managers whose primary role is to maximise the profit of the 
company concerned rather than the well-being of the patients. 

 

I object to ‘managed care’ and group negotiations by one company on behalf of our health funds. This is 
effectively a multi-billion dollar American company merging with an Australian health insurer to purchase 
health services from the private sector. 

 

This model has clearly failed in the United States where the choice of doctor and treatment options are 
dictated by companies for commercial reasons. This would remove the right of the Australian public to 
choose who and where they receive care. It would be hugely detrimental to patients and clinicians. 

 

Best Regards, 
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From:
Sent: Saturday, 12 June 2021 12:52 PM
To: Exemptions

To Whom it may concern: 
 
I am responding to the draft determination regarding Honeysuckle Health’s application to introduce what appears to 
be managed medical care into Australia. This determination does not take note of the serious effects on patient care 
if this is permitted but only of the effect on competition. 
 
What should be medical decisions about medical care, access to doctors and hospitals of choice, and duration of 
treatment will be made by managers whose primary role is to maximise the profit of the company concerned rather 
than the well-being of the patients. 
 
I object to ‘managed care’ and group negotiations by one company on behalf of our health funds. This is effectively a 
multi-billion dollar American company merging with an Australian health insurer to purchase health services from 
the private sector. 
 
This model has clearly failed in the United States where the choice of doctor and treatment options are dictated by 
companies for commercial reasons. This would remove the right of the Australian public to choose who and where 
they receive care. It would be hugely detrimental to patients and clinicians. 
 
Best Regards, 
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From:
Sent: Saturday, 12 June 2021 5:06 PM
To: Exemptions
Subject: AA1000542 – Honeysuckle Health – submission

I am a GP who sees the potential decline in our system with the introduction of Honeysuckle. Our current 
strengths are in direct opposition to this style of healthcare. Please say no! 
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From:
Sent: Saturday, 12 June 2021 3:07 PM
To: Exemptions

To Whom it may concern: 

 

I am responding to the draft determination regarding Honeysuckle Health’s application to introduce what 
appears to be managed medical care into Australia. This determination does not take note of the serious 
effects on patient care if this is permitted but only of the effect on competition. 

 

What should be medical decisions about medical care, access to doctors and hospitals of choice, and 
duration of treatment will be made by managers whose primary role is to maximise the profit of the 
company concerned rather than the well-being of the patients. 

 

I object to ‘managed care’ and group negotiations by one company on behalf of our health funds. This is 
effectively a multi-billion dollar American company merging with an Australian health insurer to purchase 
health services from the private sector. 

 

This model has clearly failed in the United States where the choice of doctor and treatment options are 
dictated by companies for commercial reasons. This would remove the right of the Australian public to 
choose who and where they receive care. It would be hugely detrimental to patients and clinicians. 

 

Best Regards, 
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We should do everything in our power to limit the market power of this type of commercialised healthcare that 
maximises profits by limiting delivery of optimal healthcare to Australians. Ultimately the entire tax paying 
community suffers if the already strained public system is forced to take up the slack.  
 
Sincerely 
 

 
 
ICU consultant, Melbourne.  
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From:
Sent: Saturday, 12 June 2021 8:56 PM
To: Exemptions
Subject: AA1000542 – Honeysuckle Health – submission

To whom it may concern, 
  
Thank you for reading my message about the new venture between NIB health insurance and CignaCorp from the 
US. 
  
I understand that CignaCorp is one of the largest Managed Health Care organisations (HMO) in America. 
  
I do not feel comfortable with my doctor contracted to a health insurer. I do not want his/her treatment plan 
influenced by a contract with the health insurer. 
  
Please introduce legislation which protects Australians against any possible version of managed health care in this 
country. Other countries have successfully done this. 
  
Kind regards, 

 

  
Get Outlook for Android 
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From:
Sent: Saturday, 12 June 2021 3:48 PM
To: Exemptions
Subject: Exemption

 
To Whom It May Concern,   
 
It is apparent that significant industry changes are pending regarding the delivery of quality medical care in 
Australia. 
 
It is notable that there has been an equally significant lack of notice to key stakeholders - those clinicians who care 
for actual patients day to day. 
 
I would request a review of the timeline, and a transparent and widespread distribution of this campaign - 
particularly to those Australian clinicians who currently keep their fellow Australians safe from the kind of ‘care’ we 
have all seen play out in countries. Authorization number AA1000542-1) 
 
Regards, 

  
Anaesthetist 
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From:
Sent: Saturday, 12 June 2021 2:26 PM
To: Exemptions
Subject: Objection to Honeysuckle Health's determination

To Whom it may concern: 
 
I am responding to the draft determination regarding Honeysuckle Health’s application to introduce what 
appears to be managed medical care into Australia. This determination does not take note of the serious 
effects on patient care if this is permitted but only of the effect on competition. 
 
What should be medical decisions about medical care, access to doctors and hospitals of choice, and 
duration of treatment will be made by managers whose primary role is to maximise the profit of the 
company concerned rather than the well-being of the patients. 
 
I object to ‘managed care’ and group negotiations by one company on behalf of our health funds. This is 
effectively a multi-billion dollar American company merging with an Australian health insurer to purchase 
health services from the private sector. 
 
This model has clearly failed in the United States where the choice of doctor and treatment options are 
dictated by companies for commercial reasons. This would remove the right of the Australian public to 
choose who and where they receive care. It would be hugely detrimental to patients and clinicians. 
 
Best Regards, 

 
 
Sent from my Samsung Mobile on the Telstra Mobile Network 
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From:
Sent: Saturday, 12 June 2021 3:37 PM
To: Exemptions
Subject: Honeysuckle/nib

Dear Reader 
 
I write to express my opposition to the proposal to grant NIB/Honeysuckle authorisation to operate a buying 
collective with Australian healthcare providers (Authorisation number: AA1000542).  
 
This fundamentally reduces the current level playing field that health care providers operate under in the private 
sector in Australia and ultimately restricts patients' options when choosing a health care provider. The only 
motivation for NIB/Honeysuckle to operate such a program is to reduce the quality of the (already poor) product 
that they sell to patients and increase their profit margins.  
 
This is exactly the kind of anticompetitive corporate behaviour that the ACCC was established to prevent.  
 
Regards 
 

  
Queensland 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From:
Sent: Saturday, 12 June 2021 3:42 AM
To: Exemptions
Subject: Honeysuckle Health application

To Whom it may concern: 

 

I am responding to the draft determination regarding Honeysuckle Health’s application to introduce what 
appears to be managed medical care into Australia. This determination does not take note of the serious 
effects on patient care if this is permitted but only of the effect on competition. 

 

What should be medical decisions about medical care, access to doctors and hospitals of choice, and 
duration of treatment will be made by managers whose primary role is to maximise the profit of the 
company concerned rather than the well-being of the patients. 

 

I object to ‘managed care’ and group negotiations by one company on behalf of our health funds. This is 
effectively a multi-billion dollar American company merging with an Australian health insurer to purchase 
health services from the private sector. 

 

This model has clearly failed in the United States where the choice of doctor and treatment options are 
dictated by companies for commercial reasons. This would remove the right of the Australian public to 
choose who and where they receive care. It would be hugely detrimental to patients and clinicians. 

 

Best Regards, 

  




