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Dear Mr Rouw, 

Re: Melbourne City Council and others (Melbourne Renewable Energy Project) - application for 
authorisation 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above application. The Australian Renewable· 
Energy Agency (ARENA) was established with the aim of improving the competitiveness of renewable 
energy technologies and increasing the supply of renewable energy in Australia. 

ARENA provides financial assistance for the research, development, demonstration, 
commercialisation or deployment of renewable energy technologies. This financial assistance is 
provided in return for the public good benefit of helping to de-risk renewable energy technologies, 
projects and business models and accelerate their commercialisation. 

Part of ARENA's role is to liaise with state and territory governments and other authorities to 
facilitate renewable energy projects for which financial assistance is, or proposed to be, provided. 
While no funding application has been made to ARENA with respect to the proposed conduct, we 
believe that the ACCC's determination in this matter may be relevant to the wider renewable energy 
sector and potentially, future applications to ARENA. 

The electricity industry and energy users are going through a period of experimentation, trying novel 
commercial approaches for procuring and providing renewable energy. Many ARENA-funded 
projects demonstrate innovative commercial approaches to the procurement and supply of 
renewable energy. 

The current application is an example of a novel approach, which may provide useful information to 
the market. ARENA does not wish to express an opinion on the optimal future arrangements, nor on 
the competitive impacts (or otherwise) which the ACCC is charged with assessing. However, we 
submit that it is generally in the public interest for new approaches to have the opportunity to 
proceed, so that the public benefits (or otherwise) can be better judged in future. 

Please contact Oliver Story on 02 6159 7805 if you would like to discuss these issues further. 

~;~ 
Ivor Frischknecht 
Chief Executive Officer 


