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transmit, and we know with PPE, and good hygiene this virus is contained. Could this is why 
government has not mandated on vaccination?  

  

Given there is a very big Pharmaceutical company with a investment to recoup we are concerned 
that offers of donations or gifts may be a reason for this push by EA. The membership is 
against this and EA have gone to extraordinary lengths to try enforce this decision.  

  

I am greatly concerned that the only interest to be served should the ACCC allow the decision to 
granting EA immunity stand is Zoetis (Pfizer).   

  

On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to revoke the immunity granted by the 
ACCC to EA for this form of exclusive dealing. 

Yours sincerely, 
Private & Confidential - Name, Phone Number or Email Address NOT For Publication Please 
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competitive horse industry. 
 
- many vets are refusing to treat unvaccinated horses which conduct may increase if immunity to third line 
forcing is granted. Should EA be permitted to mandate HeV vaccination at events, this could lead to more 
veterinary practices refusing treatment and thereby creating “welfare” issues for horses who cannot be 
vaccinated due to age or infirmity. I believe many horses are possibly dying already because Vets MAY 
attend, but they will only take blood for Hendra testing & await the result before agreeing to actually treat 
an unseen illness, or wound etc. Therefore, in the case of colic, chances are extremely high that the horse 
will die a very long and agonising death due to lack of necessary invasive treatment. If blood is taken on a 
Friday afternoon, it can be Tues/Wed before results are known. Colic can & does kill within hours. 
 
- the negligible risks of Hendra being contracted at an event (and the fact that it has never happened in the 
history of equestrian events, or races, ever) whereas the risks of horses having violent & often deadly 
reactions are increasing by the day as more are vaccinated, and more particularly upon receiving their 3rd & 
onwards booster. It must not be overlooked that violent adverse reactions & death have occurred even after 
the initial vaccine. 
 
- The Government medicine licensing authority, the APVMA, itself states that mandatory HeV vaccination 
is not an APVMA requirement which supports the argument that if the Government licensing authority does 
not believe the HeV vaccine should be mandatory, it is inappropriate for a non-government private 
membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its members to such as 
a condition of participating in equine competitions, especially without consulting its paying membership 
numbering in the many thousands! 
 
- No Australian Government regulatory body has required or recommended mandatory HeV vaccination 
(e.g.: the Department of Primary Industries, Workplace Health and Safety etc) therefore it is inappropriate 
for a non-government private membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be 
and bind its members to such as a condition of participating in equine competitions. 
 
 
- With this vaccine clearly being unpredictable in the way it reacts to individual horses/ponies & not 100% 
effective against the Hendra virus, the decision to vaccinate should be left to the owner of the animal & not 
a group of people who have no personal dealing with that animal. 
 
 
- The APVMA clearly states “The potential for a vaccinated horse to pass on the Hendra virus cannot be 
ruled out”, therefore enforcing mandatory vaccination has no justification as the same “exclusion” protocols 
still have to take place regardless of whether the horse is vaccinated or not. See 
APVMA;http://apvma.gov.au/node/12881. 
 
On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity 
for this form of exclusive dealing from being conferred on EA. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Private & Confidential - Name, Phone Number or Email Address NOT For Publication please. 
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From:
Sent: Tuesday, 11 August 2015 3:04 PM
To: Adjudication
Subject: SUBMISSION AGAINST EQUESTRIAN AUSTRALIA (EA) NOTIFICATION 

APPLICATION NO: N98410 AS NOT BEING IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST

Categories: Submission

Mr Richard Chadwick 

General Manager of Adjudication 

Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 

GPO Box 3131 

CANBERRA ACT 2601 

C/- email address: adjudication@accc.gov.au 

 

Private & Confidential - Name, Phone Number or Email Address NOT For Publication Please 

 

Dear Mr Chadwick, 

 

SUBMISSION AGAINST EQUESTRIAN AUSTRALIA (EA) NOTIFICATION APPLICATION NO: N98410 AS NOT 

BEING IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST 

 

I refer to the above mentioned EA application and wish to strongly make the following submissions against 

the granting of Notification to EA which, if granted, would confer immunity on EA to engage in exclusive 

dealing third line forcing by permitting mandatory Hendra (Hev) vaccination to be prescribed at equestrian 

events. 

 

I wish to strongly state that having regard to the following reasons, I do not believe that mandatory HeV 

vaccination is in the public interest and that the likely benefit to the public from the notified conduct 

would not outweigh the likely detriment to the public resulting from EA engaging in the conduct.  

 

My reasons for making this submission are as follows: 

 

*Why would this be permitted to be allowed in the competitive/hobby equine industry yet the Racing 

Industry exposes many millions of people to contracting Hendra each and every time they attend a race 

meeting? Cordoning off stable areas etc will have no effect as horse saliva, sneezing, snorting, urine & 

faeces can easily become airborne. 

 

*The vast majority Race horse breeders, stables & trainers alike refuse to vaccinate their breeding mares 

and stallions, and very rarely their geldings, as we horse owners know only too well the number of 

unrecorded deaths & permanent maiming of vaccinated horses, their newborn foals etc. and the deaths of 

horses that have occurred as a result of Veterinary Surgeons refusing to treat unvaccinated horses, albeit 

unvaccinated race horses are indeed treated.  

 

*Adverse reactions and equine DEATHS from this vaccine have been experienced in very high numbers 

with, I believe, only a small proportion of those being duly reported to the statutory authority (as opposed 

to the manufacturer, Zoetis). There have been known cases of Vets declining to report reactions based 

solely on their opinion and I have no doubt they have failed to report many 1,000's of adverse reactions 

based on their desire to see a marked increase in uptake of this proven unsafe vaccine. 

 

*I am already unable to take my valuable show horses to certain events and equine competitions by virtue 
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of the fact I refuse to vaccinate them with the current Hendra Vaccine, and this will extend to further 

Associations & Show Societies all over Australia if mandatory HeV vaccination is required, thereby 

decimating the recreational & competitive horse industry. 

 

*Many vets are refusing to treat unvaccinated horses. This conduct may increase if immunity to third line 

forcing is granted. Should EA be permitted to mandate HeV vaccination at events, this could lead to more 

veterinary practices refusing treatment and thereby creating “welfare” issues for horses who cannot be 

vaccinated due to age or infirmity. I believe many horses are possibly dying already because Vets MAY 

attend, but they will only take blood for Hendra testing and await the result before agreeing to actually 

treat an unseen illness, or wound etc. Therefore, in the case of colic, chances are extremely high that the 

horse will die a very long and agonising death due to lack of necessary treatment. If blood is taken on a 

Friday afternoon, it can be Tues/Wed before results are known. Colic can & does kill horses within hours. 

 

*The negligible risks of Hendra being contracted at an event (and the fact that it has never happened in 

the history of equestrian events, or races, ever) whereas the risks of horses having violent and often 

deadly reactions to the current Hendra vaccine are increasing by the day as more are vaccinated, and 

more particularly upon receiving their 3rd and onwards booster. It must not be overlooked that violent 

adverse reactions and death have occurred even after the initial vaccine has been given. 

 

*The Government medicine licensing authority, the APVMA, itself states that mandatory HeV vaccination 

is not an APVMA requirement which supports the argument that if the Government licensing authority 

does not believe the HeV vaccine should be mandatory, it is inappropriate for a non-government private 

membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its members to such 

as a condition of participating in equine competitions, especially without consulting its paying membership 

numbering in the many thousands! 

 

*No Australian Government regulatory body has required or recommended mandatory HeV vaccination 

(e.g; The Department of Primary Industries, Workplace Health and Safety etc) therefore it is inappropriate 

for a non-government private membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be 

and bind its members to such as a condition of participating in equine competitions 

 

*The APVMA clearly states “The potential for a vaccinated horse to pass on the Hendra virus cannot be 

ruled out”, therefore enforcing mandatory vaccination has no justification as the same “exclusion” 

protocols still have to take place regardless of whether the horse is vaccinated or not. See 

APVMA;http://apvma.gov.au/node/12881. 

 

On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity 

for this form of exclusive dealing from being conferred on EA, and then the horse owning population in 

general. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Private & Confidential - Name and Email Address NOT For Publication Please 
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- the negligible risks of Hendra being contracted at an event (and the fact that it has never happened in the history of equestrian events 

ever) as opposed to the increasingly growing higher risks of a horse having an adverse reaction to the vaccine 

 

- I believe there may well be a conflict of interest relating to several Committee Members of EA and Zoetis. 

  

On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity for this form of exclusive dealing 

from being conferred on EA. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

  (NOT for publication) 

 (NOT for publication) 

 (Not for publication) 

 (Not for publication) 
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a vaccinated horse may not pass on the virus anyway, in which case, I would prefer to know that my horse 

is ill and take appropriate precautions and action. What is the purpose of mandating vaccination without 

such certainties? 

3)         The Government medicine licensing authority, the APVMA, itself states that mandatory HeV 

vaccination is not an APVMA requirement which supports the argument that if the Government licensing 

authority does not believe the HeV vaccine should be mandatory, it is inappropriate for a non-government 

private membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its members 

to such as a condition of participating in equine competitions. 

4)         The ACCC should not consider that the Notification application to them is on behalf of EA's 

members. In fact the members were not consulted regarding this application. 

5)         There have never been any recorded incidences of transmission of Hendra virus from horse to 

human during normal day to day contact. The only documented human infections were found to have 

been as a result of bad hygiene and workplace health & safety practices whilst performing invasive 

procedures on infected horses. Please refer to the Redlands Report;http://www.vsb.qld.gov.au/rvc-

investigation-report.pdf and the Ombudsman’s 

Report; http://www.ombudsman.qld.gov.au/.../Hendra_Virus_Report. 

6)         There have been no documented cases of horse to horse transmission of Hendra virus. The only 

case of multiple horses in the one area contracting Hendra, was the Redlands Clinic incident, and the 

spread of the disease was ascertained to have most likely been due to human intervention via the use of 

uncleaned and un-sterilised equipment on multiple horses. 

  

 

On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity 

for this form of exclusive dealing from being conferred on EA. 

  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name and contact details to be kept confidential please 
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Primary Industries, Workplace Health and Safety etc) therefore it is inappropriate for a non-government private membership 
equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its members to such as a condition of participating in 
equine competitions 
 
- The APVMA clearly states “The potential for a vaccinated horse to pass on the Hendra virus cannot be ruled out”, therefore 
enforcing mandatory vaccination has no justification as the same “exclusion” protocols still have to take place regardless of 
whether the horse is vaccinated or not. See APVMA;http://apvma.gov.au/node/12881. 
 
On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity for this form of exclusive 
dealing from being conferred on EA. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Private & Confidential - Name, Phone Number or Email Address NOT For Publication Please 
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Would you please keep my details CONFIDENTIAL 
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- The Government medicine licensing authority, the APVMA, itself states that mandatory HeV vaccination is not an APVMA 
requirement which supports the argument that if the Government licensing authority does not believe the HeV vaccine should be 
mandatory, it is inappropriate for a non-government private membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it 
should be and bind its members to such as a condition of participating in equine competitions 

 
- No Australian Government regulatory body has required or recommended mandatory HeV vaccination (e.g.: the Department of 
Primary Industries, Workplace Health and Safety etc) therefore it is inappropriate for a non-government private membership 
equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its members to such as a condition of participating in 
equine competitions 

 

On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity for this form of exclusive 
dealing from being conferred on EA. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Please keep my details confidential. 
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• The Government medicine licensing authority, the APVMA, itself states that mandatory HeV 

vaccination is not an APVMA requirement which supports the argument that if the Government 

licensing authority does not believe the HeV vaccine should be mandatory, it is inappropriate for a 

non-government private membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should 

be and bind its members to such as a condition of participating in equine competitions 

• No Australian Government regulatory body has required or recommended mandatory HeV 

vaccination (e.g.: the Department of Primary Industries, Workplace Health and Safety etc) 

therefore it is inappropriate for a non-government private membership equestrian organisation 

such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its members to such as a condition of participating 

in equine competitions 

• The risk of reaction for the HeV vaccine increases exponentially due to the requirement for 

boosters to be administered every six (6) months, as currently stipulated by the APVMA. My own 

horses have experienced adverse reactions to the HeV vaccine which now leaves them unable to 

continue the vaccination program and thus would be ineligible to compete in a proposed Hendra 

Mandatory event. 

• There have never been any recorded incidences of transmission of Hendra virus from horse to 

human during normal day to day contact. The only documented human infections were found to 

have been as a result of bad hygiene and workplace health & safety practices whilst performing 

invasive procedures on infected horses. Please refer to the Redlands 

Report;http://www.vsb.qld.gov.au/rvc-investigation-report.pdf and the Ombudsman’s 

Report;http://www.ombudsman.qld.gov.au/.../Hendra_Virus_Report.... 

• There have been no documented cases of horse to horse transmission of Hendra virus. The only 

case of multiple horses in the one area contracting Hendra, was the Redlands Clinic incident, and 

the spread of the disease was ascertained to have most likely been due to human intervention via 

the use of uncleaned and un-sterilised equipment on multiple horses. 

• EA seeks to usurp the right of the owner to decide what is in the best interests of their horses 

health. 

• EA board members have previously been found to have vested interests in the AVA, EVA and Zoetis 

which were not in keeping with their elected positions, and sort to mandate vaccination for all EA 

events without consultation with their members whilst the vaccine was under a Minor Use Permit. 

• The more common adverse reactions known to occur with the vaccine, leading to localised swelling 

and stiffness, lethargy and inappetence would leave many owners being unable to compete their 

horses at critical times thus unfairly eliminating them from events where they had a fair 

expectation of competing successfully. 

• The more severe reactions that have been experienced can lead to long term severe and costly 

health issues and even death. This would be extremely detrimental to the owners who have 

invested considerable time, money and effort into their horses.  

• Members of the horse community are currently experiencing incidences of veterinary practices 

refusing to treat unvaccinated horses. Should EA be permitted to mandate HeV vaccination at 

events, this could lead to more veterinary practices refusing treatment and thereby creating 

“welfare” issues for horses who cannot be vaccinated due to age or infirmity. 

• The APVMA clearly states “The potential for a vaccinated horse to pass on the Hendra virus cannot 

be ruled out”, therefore enforcing mandatory vaccination has no justification as the same 

“exclusion” protocols still have to take place regardless of whether the horse is vaccinated or not. 

See APVMA;http://apvma.gov.au/node/12881. 

 

On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity for 
this form of exclusive dealing from being conferred on EA. 

Yours sincerely 
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(I would prefer my details be kept confidential) 
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for Hendra testing & await the result before agreeing to actually treat an unseen illness, or wound etc. Therefore, in 

the case of colic, chances are extremely high that the horse will die a very long and agonising death due to lack of 

necessary invasive treatment. If blood is taken on a Friday afternoon, it can be Tues/Wed before results are known. 

Colic can & does kill within hours. 

 

- the negligible risks of Hendra being contracted at an event (and the fact that it has never happened in the history 

of equestrian events, or races, ever) whereas the risks of horses having violent & often deadly reactions are 

increasing by the day as more are vaccinated, and more particularly upon receiving their 3rd & onwards booster. It 

must not be overlooked that violent adverse reactions & death have occurred even after the initial vaccine. 

 

- The Government medicine licensing authority, the APVMA, itself states that mandatory HeV vaccination is not an 

APVMA requirement which supports the argument that if the Government licensing authority does not believe the 

HeV vaccine should be mandatory, it is inappropriate for a non-government private membership equestrian 

organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its members to such as a condition of participating in 

equine competitions, especially without consulting its paying membership numbering in the many thousands! 

 

- No Australian Government regulatory body has required or recommended mandatory HeV vaccination (e.g.: the 

Department of Primary Industries, Workplace Health and Safety etc) therefore it is inappropriate for a non-

government private membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its 

members to such as a condition of participating in equine competitions 

 

- The APVMA clearly states “The potential for a vaccinated horse to pass on the Hendra virus cannot be ruled out”, 

therefore enforcing mandatory vaccination has no justification as the same “exclusion” protocols still have to take 

place regardless of whether the horse is vaccinated or not. See APVMA;http://apvma.gov.au/node/12881. 

 

- Why are other animals allowed to compete ie cattle etc at shows with no proof of any vaccination nor restrictions 

from the general public. These animals can also pass diseases on to the general public ie Q Fever, Leptospirosis.   

 

- As a committee member of a local showjumping club if mandatory vaccinating was enforced, the costs to the club 

and time involved etc would be a nightmare.  We struggle to get volunteers now, let alone making it more costly and 

harder for clubs. Not to mention the fact that in our area, it would not be worth holding any events, therefore no 

need for clubs to exist. 

 

On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity for this 

form of exclusive dealing from being conferred on EA. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Name, Address, Phone Number and Email Address are NOT For Publication Please 
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5)         There have never been any recorded incidences of transmission of Hendra virus from horse to 

human during normal day to day contact. The only documented human infections were found to have 

been as a result of bad hygiene and workplace health & safety practices whilst performing invasive 

procedures on infected horses. Please refer to the Redlands Report;http://www.vsb.qld.gov.au/rvc-

investigation-report.pdf and the Ombudsman’s Report; 

http://www.ombudsman.qld.gov.au/.../Hendra_Virus_Report. 

6)         There have been no documented cases of horse to horse transmission of Hendra virus. The only 

case of multiple horses in the one area contracting Hendra, was the Redlands Clinic incident, and the 

spread of the disease was ascertained to have most likely been due to human intervention via the use of 

uncleaned and un-sterilised equipment on multiple horses. 

 

 

On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity 

for this form of exclusive dealing from being conferred on EA. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Name and contact details to be kept confidential please 
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- the negligible risks of Hendra being contracted at an event (and the fact that it has never happened in the history 

of equestrian events, or races, ever) whereas the risks of horses having violent & often deadly reactions are 

increasing by the day as more are vaccinated, and more particularly upon receiving their 3rd & onwards booster. It 

must not be overlooked that violent adverse reactions & death have occurred even after the initial vaccine. 

 

- The Government medicine licensing authority, the APVMA, itself states that mandatory HeV vaccination is not an 

APVMA requirement which supports the argument that if the Government licensing authority does not believe the 

HeV vaccine should be mandatory, it is inappropriate for a non-government private membership equestrian 

organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its members to such as a condition of participating in 

equine competitions, especially without consulting its paying membership numbering in the many thousands! 

 

- No Australian Government regulatory body has required or recommended mandatory HeV vaccination (e.g.: the 

Department of Primary Industries, Workplace Health and Safety etc) therefore it is inappropriate for a non-

government private membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its 

members to such as a condition of participating in equine competitions 

 

- The APVMA clearly states “The potential for a vaccinated horse to pass on the Hendra virus cannot be ruled out”, 

therefore enforcing mandatory vaccination has no justification as the same “exclusion” protocols still have to take 

place regardless of whether the horse is vaccinated or not. See APVMA;http://apvma.gov.au/node/12881. 

 

On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity for this 

form of exclusive dealing from being conferred on EA. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Private & Confidential - Name, Phone Number or Email Address NOT For Publication Please 
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long and agonising death due to lack of necessary invasive treatment. If blood is taken on a Friday afternoon, it 
can be Tues/Wed before results are known. Colic can & does kill within hours. 
 
- the negligible risks of Hendra being contracted at an event (and the fact that it has never happened in the 
history of equestrian events, or races, ever) whereas the risks of horses having violent & often deadly reactions 
are increasing by the day as more are vaccinated, and more particularly upon receiving their 3rd & onwards 
booster. It must not be overlooked that violent adverse reactions & death have occurred even after the initial 
vaccine. 
 
- The Government medicine licensing authority, the APVMA, itself states that mandatory HeV vaccination is 
not an APVMA requirement which supports the argument that if the Government licensing authority does not 
believe the HeV vaccine should be mandatory, it is inappropriate for a non-government private membership 
equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its members to such as a condition of 
participating in equine competitions, especially without consulting its paying membership numbering in the 
many thousands! 
 
- No Australian Government regulatory body has required or recommended mandatory HeV vaccination (e.g.: 
the Department of Primary Industries, Workplace Health and Safety etc) therefore it is inappropriate for a non-
government private membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its 
members to such as a condition of participating in equine competitions 
 
- The APVMA clearly states “The potential for a vaccinated horse to pass on the Hendra virus cannot be ruled 
out”, therefore enforcing mandatory vaccination has no justification as the same “exclusion” protocols still have 
to take place regardless of whether the horse is vaccinated or not. See 
APVMA;http://apvma.gov.au/node/12881. 
 
On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity for 
this form of exclusive dealing from being conferred on EA. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 

 
 
Private & Confidential - Name, Phone Number or Email Address NOT For Publication Please 
 
 

•  
•  
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- many vets are refusing to treat unvaccinated horses which conduct may increase if immunity to third line forcing is 

granted. Should EA be permitted to mandate HeV vaccination at events, this could lead to more veterinary practices 

refusing treatment and thereby creating “welfare” issues for horses who cannot be vaccinated due to age or 

infirmity. I believe many horses are possibly dying already because Vets MAY attend, but they will only take blood 

for Hendra testing & await the result before agreeing to actually treat an unseen illness, or wound etc. Therefore, in 

the case of colic, chances are extremely high that the horse will die a very long and agonising death due to lack of 

necessary invasive treatment. If blood is taken on a Friday afternoon, it can be Tues/Wed before results are known. 

Colic can & does kill within hours. 

 

- the negligible risks of Hendra being contracted at an event (and the fact that it has never happened in the history 

of equestrian events, or races, ever) whereas the risks of horses having violent & often deadly reactions are 

increasing by the day as more are vaccinated, and more particularly upon receiving their 3rd & onwards booster. It 

must not be overlooked that violent adverse reactions & death have occurred even after the initial vaccine. 

 

- The Government medicine licensing authority, the APVMA, itself states that mandatory HeV vaccination is not an 

APVMA requirement which supports the argument that if the Government licensing authority does not believe the 

HeV vaccine should be mandatory, it is inappropriate for a non-government private membership equestrian 

organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its members to such as a condition of participating in 

equine competitions, especially without consulting its paying membership numbering in the many thousands! 

 

- No Australian Government regulatory body has required or recommended mandatory HeV vaccination (e.g.: the 

Department of Primary Industries, Workplace Health and Safety etc) therefore it is inappropriate for a non-

government private membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its 

members to such as a condition of participating in equine competitions 

 

- The APVMA clearly states “The potential for a vaccinated horse to pass on the Hendra virus cannot be ruled out”, 

therefore enforcing mandatory vaccination has no justification as the same “exclusion” protocols still have to take 

place regardless of whether the horse is vaccinated or not. See APVMA;http://apvma.gov.au/node/12881. 

 

On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity for this 

form of exclusive dealing from being conferred on EA. 

 

 Yours sincerely, 

 Private & Confidential - Name, Phone Number or Email Address NOT For Publication Please  
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government private membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its 

members to such as a condition of participating in equine competitions 

- The APVMA clearly states “The potential for a vaccinated horse to pass on the Hendra virus cannot be ruled out”, 

therefore enforcing mandatory vaccination has no justification as the same “exclusion” protocols still have to take 

place regardless of whether the horse is vaccinated or not. See APVMA;http://apvma.gov.au/node/12881. 

On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity for this 

form of exclusive dealing from being conferred on EA. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private & Confidential - Name, Phone Number or Email Address NOT For Publication Please  
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11. The more severe reactions that have been experienced can lead to long term severe and costly health issues and 

even death. This would be extremely detrimental to the owners who have invested considerable time, money and 

effort into their horses.  

12. Members of the horse community are currently experiencing incidences of veterinary practices refusing to treat 

unvaccinated horses. Should EA be permitted to mandate HeV vaccination at events, this could lead to more 

veterinary practices refusing treatment and thereby creating “welfare” issues for horses who cannot be vaccinated 

due to age or infirmity. 

13. The APVMA clearly states “The potential for a vaccinated horse to pass on the Hendra virus cannot be ruled 

out”, therefore enforcing mandatory vaccination has no justification as the same “exclusion” protocols still have to 

take place regardless of whether the horse is vaccinated or not. See APVMA;http://apvma.gov.au/node/12881. 

 

 

On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to revoke the immunity granted by the ACCC to EA for this 

form of exclusive dealing. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Private & Confidential - Name, Phone Number or Email Address NOT For Publication Please 
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- many vets are refusing to treat unvaccinated horses which conduct may increase if immunity to third line 
forcing is granted. Should EA be permitted to mandate HeV vaccination at events, this could lead to more 
veterinary practices refusing treatment and thereby creating “welfare” issues for horses who cannot be 
vaccinated due to age or infirmity. I believe many horses are possibly dying already because Vets MAY 
attend, but they will only take blood for Hendra testing & await the result before agreeing to actually treat 
an unseen illness, or wound etc. Therefore, in the case of colic, chances are extremely high that the horse 
will die a very long and agonising death due to lack of necessary invasive treatment. If blood is taken on a 
Friday afternoon, it can be Tues/Wed before results are known. Colic can & does kill within hours. 
 
- the negligible risks of Hendra being contracted at an event (and the fact that it has never happened in the 
history of equestrian events, or races, ever) whereas the risks of horses having violent & often deadly 
reactions are increasing by the day as more are vaccinated, and more particularly upon receiving their 3rd & 
onwards booster. It must not be overlooked that violent adverse reactions & death have occurred even after 
the initial vaccine. 
 
- The Government medicine licensing authority, the APVMA, itself states that mandatory HeV vaccination 
is not an APVMA requirement which supports the argument that if the Government licensing authority does 
not believe the HeV vaccine should be mandatory, it is inappropriate for a non-government private 
membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its members to such as 
a condition of participating in equine competitions, especially without consulting its paying membership 
numbering in the many thousands! 
 
- No Australian Government regulatory body has required or recommended mandatory HeV vaccination 
(e.g.: the Department of Primary Industries, Workplace Health and Safety etc) therefore it is inappropriate 
for a non-government private membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be 
and bind its members to such as a condition of participating in equine competitions 
 
- The APVMA clearly states “The potential for a vaccinated horse to pass on the Hendra virus cannot be 
ruled out”, therefore enforcing mandatory vaccination has no justification as the same “exclusion” protocols 
still have to take place regardless of whether the horse is vaccinated or not. See 
APVMA;http://apvma.gov.au/node/12881. 
 
On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity 
for this form of exclusive dealing from being conferred on EA. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Private & Confidential - Name, Phone Number or Email Address NOT For Publication Please 
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enforcing mandatory vaccination has no justification as the same “exclusion” protocols still have to take place regardless of 
whether the horse is vaccinated or not. See APVMA;http://apvma.gov.au/node/12881. 
14. Department of primary industries have a workable and reasonable guideline to running events that does not require but 
‘recommends’ vaccination as one of the last items on their list, but lists appropriate biosecurity measures that are achievable for all 
events.  Why does EA feel they can justify this action to Mandate this vaccine in the future? Is simple hand hygiene and education 
with a basic plan for every club to follow seem to hard?  This should be our first line of defence regardless of any transmissible 
disease. 
15. It should be my choice to vaccinate or not vaccinate my horses against a rare and highly fragile disease that still does not have 
a transmission vector that is proven.   
16. I have breeding stock that will not be vaccinated due to the unknown side effects of this vaccine as the effects have not been 
tested in the field. I will however wish to continue to compete on these horses and not be told I cannot. 
17. I have a high level dressage horse that has Cushings disease and my Vet has recommended not to vaccinate him.  How will I 
continue to compete him if EA are allowed to mandate this vaccine? 
18. There are no exemptions  at present to allow non -vaccinated horses or those with a reaction, to attend Hendra vaccinated 
events. Therefore this is anticompetitive activity at its finest.  
19. This immunity will allow EA to destroy the horse industry by imposing mandatory Hendra event policies.  Competitors are 
walking away from the sport in droves… this will finally be the nail in the coffin of the sport horse industry if it is allowed. 
 
In conclusion, to grant Notification to EA would severely jeopardise members of the horse owning public in their chosen sports and 
potentially their businesses where they are involved in professional horse sports and the breeding and selling of bloodstock. 
 
I respectfully ask that the application for Immunity be refused on the grounds that it is not in the best interest of members of the 
public. 
Please listen to the public and do not assist in the ruin of our sport, 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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