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19 February 2015 
 
Mr Luke Griffin 
Assistant Director, Adjudication Branch 
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 
23 Marcus Clarke Street 
Canberra ACT 2601  
 
By email 
 
Dear Mr Griffin 
 
Board of Airline Representatives of Australia - draft authorisation determination 

Thank you for your email of 11 February providing BARA with a copy of the Commission's 
draft determination in respect of BARA's Application for revocation and substitution of 
authorisation A91200.   

BARA appreciates the Commission's proposal to grant authorisation for a further 10 year 
term as this reduces BARA's compliance costs and provides it with greater long-term 
operating certainty.   

As a minor point of clarification, BARA notes that the Commission has stated at paragraph 
37 of its draft determination that BARA's estimate of transaction cost savings assumes that 
BARA's members would all invest considerable time and resources in individual negotiations 
with service providers.  In fact, the $2m savings estimate has been calculated on the 
assumption that, in the absence of authorisation for collective negotiation by BARA, only 
about half of BARA's members would engage in material individual negotiations with service 
providers.  As noted at page 18 of BARA's covering submission, if each of its members were 
to engage in separate negotiations and ongoing monitoring of agreement outcomes, it 
believes the total transaction costs of BARA members would be more in the order of 
$4 million per airport agreement.   

BARA otherwise concurs with the Commission's analysis of its application and notes that, to 
date, no other submissions appear have been made by other parties .  BARA therefore does 
not intend to make further submissions at this stage or request a pre decision conference .  

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you require any further information.   
 
Yours sincerely 
HWL Ebsworth 

 
Richard Westmoreland 
Partner 
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