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with, I believe, only a small proportion of those being duly reported to the statutory authority (as opposed to 
the manufacturer, Zoetis). There have been known cases of Vets declining to report reactions based solely 
on their opinion and I have no doubt they have failed to report many 1,000's of adverse reactions based on 
their desire to see a marked increase in uptake of this proven unsafe vaccine. 
 
- I am already unable to take my valuable team of show horses to certain events and equine competitions by 
virtue of the fact I refuse to vaccinate them, and this will extend to further Associations & Show Societies 
all over Australia if mandatory HeV vaccination is required, thereby decimating the recreational & 
competitive horse industry. 
 
- many vets are refusing to treat unvaccinated horses which conduct may increase if immunity to third line 
forcing is granted. Should EA be permitted to mandate HeV vaccination at events, this could lead to more 
veterinary practices refusing treatment and thereby creating “welfare” issues for horses who cannot be 
vaccinated due to age or infirmity. I believe many horses are possibly dying already because Vets MAY 
attend, but they will only take blood for Hendra testing & await the result before agreeing to actually treat 
an unseen illness, or wound etc. Therefore, in the case of colic, chances are extremely high that the horse 
will die a very long and agonising death due to lack of necessary invasive treatment. If blood is taken on a 
Friday afternoon, it can be Tues/Wed before results are known. Colic can & does kill within hours. 
 
- the negligible risks of Hendra being contracted at an event (and the fact that it has never happened in the 
history of equestrian events, or races, ever) whereas the risks of horses having violent & often deadly 
reactions are increasing by the day as more are vaccinated, and more particularly upon receiving their 3rd & 
onwards booster. It must not be overlooked that violent adverse reactions & death have occurred even after 
the initial vaccine. 
 
- The Government medicine licensing authority, the APVMA, itself states that mandatory HeV vaccination 
is not an APVMA requirement which supports the argument that if the Government licensing authority does 
not believe the HeV vaccine should be mandatory, it is inappropriate for a non-government private 
membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its members to such as 
a condition of participating in equine competitions, especially without consulting its paying membership 
numbering in the many thousands! 
 
- No Australian Government regulatory body has required or recommended mandatory HeV vaccination 
(e.g.: the Department of Primary Industries, Workplace Health and Safety etc) therefore it is inappropriate 
for a non-government private membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be 
and bind its members to such as a condition of participating in equine competitions. 
 

- With this vaccine clearly being unpredictable in the way it reacts to individual horses/ponies & not 100% 
effective against the Hendra virus, the decision to vaccinate should be left to the owner of the animal & not 
a group of people who have no personal dealing with that animal. 
 

- The APVMA clearly states “The potential for a vaccinated horse to pass on the Hendra virus cannot be 
ruled out”, therefore enforcing mandatory vaccination has no justification as the same “exclusion” protocols 
still have to take place regardless of whether the horse is vaccinated or not. See 
APVMA;http://apvma.gov.au/node/12881. 
 
On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity 
for this form of exclusive dealing from being conferred on EA. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Private & Confidential - Name, Phone Number or Email Address NOT For Publication please. 
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11. The more severe reactions that have been experienced can lead to long term severe and costly health issues and even death. 
This would be extremely detrimental to the owners who have invested considerable time, money and effort into their horses let 
alone the emotional impact on family members from the loss or damage to their beloved animals. 
12. Members of the horse community are currently experiencing incidences of veterinary practices refusing to treat unvaccinated 
horses. Should EA be permitted to mandate HeV vaccination at events, this could lead to more veterinary practices refusing 
treatment and thereby creating “welfare” issues for horses who cannot be vaccinated due to age or infirmity. 
13. The APVMA clearly states “The potential for a vaccinated horse to pass on the Hendra virus cannot be ruled out”, therefore 
enforcing mandatory vaccination has no justification as the same “exclusion” protocols still have to take place regardless of 
whether the horse is vaccinated or not. See APVMA;http://apvma.gov.au/node/12881. 
14. Department of primary industries have a workable and reasonable guideline to running events that does not require but 
‘recommends’ vaccination as one of the last items on their list, but lists appropriate biosecurity measures that are achievable for all 
events.  Why does EA feel they can justify this action to Mandate this vaccine in the future? Is simple hand hygiene and education 
with a basic plan for every club to follow seem to hard?  This should be our first line of defence regardless of any transmissible 
disease. 
15. It should be my choice to vaccinate or not vaccinate my horses against a rare and highly fragile disease that still does not have 
a transmission vector that is proven.   
16. I have breeding stock that will not be vaccinated due to the unknown side effects of this vaccine as the effects have not been 
tested in the field. I will however wish to continue to compete on these horses and not be told I cannot. 
17. I have a high level dressage horse that has Cushings disease and my Vet has recommended not to vaccinate him.  How will I 
continue to compete him if EA are allowed to mandate this vaccine? 
18. There are no exemptions  at present to allow non -vaccinated horses or those with a reaction, to attend Hendra vaccinated 
events. Therefore this is anticompetitive activity at its finest.  
19. This immunity will allow EA to destroy the horse industry by imposing mandatory Hendra event policies.  Competitors are 
walking away from the sport in droves… this will finally be the nail in the coffin of the sport horse industry if it is allowed. 
 
In conclusion, to grant Notification to EA would severely jeopardise members of the horse owning public in their chosen sports and 
potentially their businesses where they are involved in professional horse sports and the breeding and selling of bloodstock. 
 
I respectfully ask that the application for Immunity be refused on the grounds that it is not in the best interest of members of the 
public. 
Please listen to the public and do not assist in the ruin of our sport, 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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uptake of this proven unsafe vaccine. In other cases reports were not made by owners as they 
weren't aware that they should be reporting all reactions. 
 
- I currently vaccinate my horses purely because the vets in my area have stated that they would 
not treat my horse if it becomes unwell unless it IS vaccinated.  The agistment facility where my 
horses are stabled is a PCAQ Pony Club which also makes vaccination mandatory for agisted 
horses.  In other words I'm unable to choose if I want to vaccinate my horse or not, I am forced to 
do so to ensure that my horse can access treatment for illness or injury if required and be able to 
be stabled in a suitable and safe environment. 
 
- many vets are refusing to treat un-vaccinated horses which may increase if immunity to third line 
forcing is granted. Should EA be permitted to mandate HeV vaccination at events, this could lead 
to more veterinary practices refusing treatment and thereby creating “welfare” issues for horses 
who cannot be vaccinated due to age, previous adverse reactions or infirmity. I believe many 
horses are possibly dying already because Vets MAY attend, but they will only take blood for 
Hendra testing & await the result before agreeing to actually treat an unseen illness, or wound etc. 
Therefore, in the case of colic, chances are extremely high that the horse will die a very long and 
agonising death due to lack of necessary invasive treatment. If blood is taken on a Friday 
afternoon, it can be Tues/Wed before results are known. Colic can & does kill within hours. 
 
- the negligible risks of Hendra being contracted at an event (and the fact that it has never 
happened in the history of equestrian events, or races, ever) whereas the risks of horses having 
violent & often deadly reactions are increasing by the day as more are vaccinated, and more 
particularly upon receiving their 3rd & onwards booster. It must not be overlooked that violent 
adverse reactions & death have occurred even after the initial vaccine. 
 
- The Government medicine licensing authority, the APVMA, itself states that mandatory HeV 
vaccination is not an APVMA requirement which supports the argument that if the Government 
licensing authority does not believe the HeV vaccine should be mandatory, it is inappropriate for a 
non-government private membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should 
be and bind its members to such as a condition of participating in equine competitions, especially 
without consulting its paying membership numbering in the many thousands! 
 
- No Australian Government regulatory body has required or recommended mandatory HeV 
vaccination (e.g.: the Department of Primary Industries, Workplace Health and Safety etc) 
therefore it is inappropriate for a non-government private membership equestrian organisation 
such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its members to such as a condition of participating 
in equine competitions 
 
- The APVMA clearly states “The potential for a vaccinated horse to pass on the Hendra 
virus cannot be ruled out”, therefore enforcing mandatory vaccination has no justification 
as the same “exclusion” protocols still have to take place regardless of whether the horse 
is vaccinated or not. See APVMA;http://apvma.gov.au/node/12881.  
 
On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent 
immunity for this form of exclusive dealing from being conferred on EA. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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horse industry. 

 

- many vets are refusing to treat unvaccinated horses which conduct may increase if immunity to third line 

forcing is granted. Should EA be permitted to mandate HeV vaccination at events, this could lead to more 

veterinary practices refusing treatment and thereby creating “welfare” issues for horses who cannot be 

vaccinated due to age or infirmity. I believe many horses are possibly dying already because Vets MAY 

attend, but they will only take blood for Hendra testing & await the result before agreeing to actually treat 

an unseen illness, or wound etc. Therefore, in the case of colic, chances are extremely high that the horse 

will die a very long and agonising death due to lack of necessary invasive treatment. If blood is taken on a 

Friday afternoon, it can be Tues/Wed before results are known. Colic can & does kill within hours. 

 

- the negligible risks of Hendra being contracted at an event (and the fact that it has never happened in the 

history of equestrian events, or races, ever) whereas the risks of horses having violent & often deadly 

reactions are increasing by the day as more are vaccinated, and more particularly upon receiving their 3rd 

& onwards booster. It must not be overlooked that violent adverse reactions & death have occurred even 

after the initial vaccine. 

 

- The Government medicine licensing authority, the APVMA, itself states that mandatory HeV vaccination 

is not an APVMA requirement which supports the argument that if the Government licensing authority 

does not believe the HeV vaccine should be mandatory, it is inappropriate for a non-government private 

membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its members to such 

as a condition of participating in equine competitions, especially without consulting its paying membership 

numbering in the many thousands! 

 

- No Australian Government regulatory body has required or recommended mandatory HeV vaccination 

(e.g.: the Department of Primary Industries, Workplace Health and Safety etc) therefore it is inappropriate 

for a non-government private membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be 

and bind its members to such as a condition of participating in equine competitions 

 

- The APVMA clearly states “The potential for a vaccinated horse to pass on the Hendra virus cannot be 

ruled out”, therefore enforcing mandatory vaccination has no justification as the same “exclusion” 

protocols still have to take place regardless of whether the horse is vaccinated or not. See 

APVMA;http://apvma.gov.au/node/12881. 

 

On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity 

for this form of exclusive dealing from being conferred on EA. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Private & Confidential - Name, Phone Number or Email Address NOT For Publication Please 
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horse industry. 

 

- many vets are refusing to treat unvaccinated horses which conduct may increase if immunity to third line 

forcing is granted. Should EA be permitted to mandate HeV vaccination at events, this could lead to more 

veterinary practices refusing treatment and thereby creating “welfare” issues for horses who cannot be 

vaccinated due to age or infirmity. I believe many horses are possibly dying already because Vets MAY 

attend, but they will only take blood for Hendra testing & await the result before agreeing to actually treat 

an unseen illness, or wound etc. Therefore, in the case of colic, chances are extremely high that the horse 

will die a very long and agonising death due to lack of necessary invasive treatment. If blood is taken on a 

Friday afternoon, it can be Tues/Wed before results are known. Colic can & does kill within hours. 

 

- the negligible risks of Hendra being contracted at an event (and the fact that it has never happened in the 

history of equestrian events, or races, ever) whereas the risks of horses having violent & often deadly 

reactions are increasing by the day as more are vaccinated, and more particularly upon receiving their 3rd 

& onwards booster. It must not be overlooked that violent adverse reactions & death have occurred even 

after the initial vaccine. 

 

- The Government medicine licensing authority, the APVMA, itself states that mandatory HeV vaccination 

is not an APVMA requirement which supports the argument that if the Government licensing authority 

does not believe the HeV vaccine should be mandatory, it is inappropriate for a non-government private 

membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its members to such 

as a condition of participating in equine competitions, especially without consulting its paying membership 

numbering in the many thousands! 

 

- No Australian Government regulatory body has required or recommended mandatory HeV vaccination 

(e.g.: the Department of Primary Industries, Workplace Health and Safety etc) therefore it is inappropriate 

for a non-government private membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be 

and bind its members to such as a condition of participating in equine competitions 

 

- The APVMA clearly states “The potential for a vaccinated horse to pass on the Hendra virus cannot be 

ruled out”, therefore enforcing mandatory vaccination has no justification as the same “exclusion” 

protocols still have to take place regardless of whether the horse is vaccinated or not. See 

APVMA;http://apvma.gov.au/node/12881. 

 

On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity 

for this form of exclusive dealing from being conferred on EA. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Private & Confidential - Name, Phone Number or Email Address NOT For Publication Please 
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not exclude horses that are not vaccinated and do not always use PPE where they deem it un-necessary.  I am sure if they 
felt it necessary they would suit up and treat the horse appropriately. 

From my readings, the scientist who has worked to produce this vaccine does not support the EA stance.   

On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity for this form of 
exclusive dealing from being conferred on EA. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

I expect my name & details to be kept confidential. 

 

 



EMAIL ADDRESS IS: adjudication@accc.gov.au  
SUBJECT HEADING IS: Submission AGAINST Equestrian Australia Exclusive Dealing Notification No: 
N98410 as NOT being in the Public Interest 
DATE: 11th August, 2015 

Mr Richard Chadwick 
General Manager of Adjudication 
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 
GPO Box 3131 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 
C/- email address: adjudication@accc.gov.au 

Dear Mr Chadwick 

SUBMISSION AGAINST EQUESTRIAN AUSTRALIA (EA) NOTIFICATION APPLICATION NO: 
N98410 AS NOT BEING IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST 

I refer to the above mentioned EA application and wish to strongly make the following submissions 
against the granting of Notification to EA which, if granted, would confer immunity on EA to engage in 
exclusive dealing third line forcing by permitting mandatory Hendra (Hev) vaccination to be prescribed at 
equestrian events. 

I wish to strongly state that having regard to the following reasons, I do not believe that mandatory HeV 
vaccination is in the public interest and that the likely benefit to the public from the notified conduct would 
not outweigh the likely detriment to the public resulting from EA engaging in the conduct. 

I belong to The Welsh Pony & Cob Society of Australia and we hold state shows and a National show, 
where equines travel from and into Hendra endemic areas.  The WPCSA does not mandate HeV 
vaccination for competitors and nor does their insurance company recommend they do so. 

While a few Agricultural Shows have mandatory Hendra vaccination of entries, many do not, leaving it up 
to the competitor/ owner’s discretion. 

At all of these events, a Horse Health Declaration is to be provided for any attending equines.  These 
declarations are to state horses/ ponies are healthy and have been so for the past week.  The PIC number of 
the property of origin and destination is recorded on this document.   This document allows a traceable 
journey of all equines attending. 

As breeders and competitors, we choose not to vaccinate against Hendra.  We are in a low risk area and 
have taken recommended biosecurity precautions to further reduce our risk.  The cost of vaccinating a 
breeding herd, competition equines and youngstock, with repeated boosters every 6 months is prohibitive.  
It is our choice to vaccinate or not.  However, the action of Equestrian Australia is taking away this choice.   

HeV vaccination product registration (on 4/8/15) registered label states that it cannot be guaranteed that the 
vaccine will not mask the Hendra virus symptoms and/or it cannot be guaranteed that a vaccinated horse 
may not pass on the virus anyway, in which case, what is the purpose of mandating vaccination without 
such certainties?  
The vaccine is not registered for use on breeding stock.  Our competition Welsh ponies/ cobs are mares 
and stallions used for breeding purposes and therefore cannot be vaccinated safely, but cannot compete at 
EA events if this request is passed. 
 
This action on the part of Equestrian Australia is a very discriminatory action and not in the best interests 
of equine sports in Australia.  No Australian Government regulatory body has required or recommended 
mandatory HeV vaccination (e.g.: the Department of Primary Industries, Workplace Health and Safety etc) 
therefore it is inappropriate for a non-government private membership equestrian organisation such as EA 
to dictate that it should be and bind its members/ competitors to such as a condition of participating in 
equine competitions. 
 
I dispute the claims of this vaccination being the ideal manner for reducing the risk of HeV infection.  The 
risk of Hendra being caught at an event is low and it has never happened in the history of equestrian 
events.  The Hendra virus is quite difficult to ‘catch’ and is not contagious horse to horse.  Equine 
Influenza was airborne, thus infected any animal in close proximity.  All humans contracting the Hendra 
virus did so while undertaking invasive procedures with the infected horses and had minimal/ no protective 
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gear.  While PPE is suitable for doctors to treat Ebola and AIDs patients, for some reason it is not adequate 
for veterinarians to treat horses that may/ may not have Hendra.  This is a nonsense.  Our personal vets do 
not exclude horses that are not vaccinated and do not always use PPE where they deem it un-necessary.  I 
am sure if they felt it necessary they would suit up and treat the horse appropriately. 

From my readings, the scientist who has worked to produce this vaccine does not support the EA stance.   

On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity 
for this form of exclusive dealing from being conferred on EA. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

I expect my name & details to be kept confidential. 
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the HeV vaccine should be mandatory, it is inappropriate for a non-government private membership equestrian 
organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its members to such as a condition of participating 
in equine competitions, especially without consulting its paying membership numbering in the many thousands! 

- No Australian Government regulatory body has required or recommended mandatory HeV vaccination (e.g.: 
the Department of Primary Industries, Workplace Health and Safety etc) therefore it is inappropriate for a non-
government private membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its 
members to such as a condition of participating in equine competitions 

- The APVMA clearly states “The potential for a vaccinated horse to pass on the Hendra virus cannot be ruled 
out”, therefore enforcing mandatory vaccination has no justification as the same “exclusion” protocols still have 
to take place regardless of whether the horse is vaccinated or not. See 
APVMA;http://apvma.gov.au/node/12881. 

On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity for 
this form of exclusive dealing from being conferred on EA. 

Yours sincerely, 
Private & Confidential –  NOT For Publication Please 

 

 

Sent from Mail for Windows 10 
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the case of colic, chances are extremely high that the horse will die a very long and agonising death due to lack of 

necessary invasive treatment. If blood is taken on a Friday afternoon, it can be Tues/Wed before results are known. 

Colic can & does kill within hours. 

 

- the negligible risks of Hendra being contracted at an event (and the fact that it has never happened in the history 

of equestrian events, or races, ever) whereas the risks of horses having violent & often deadly reactions are 

increasing by the day as more are vaccinated, and more particularly upon receiving their 3rd & onwards booster. It 

must not be overlooked that violent adverse reactions & death have occurred even after the initial vaccine. 

 

- The Government medicine licensing authority, the APVMA, itself states that mandatory HeV vaccination is not an 

APVMA requirement which supports the argument that if the Government licensing authority does not believe the 

HeV vaccine should be mandatory, it is inappropriate for a non-government private membership equestrian 

organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its members to such as a condition of participating in 

equine competitions, especially without consulting its paying membership numbering in the many thousands! 

 

- No Australian Government regulatory body has required or recommended mandatory HeV vaccination (e.g.: the 

Department of Primary Industries, Workplace Health and Safety etc) therefore it is inappropriate for a non-

government private membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its 

members to such as a condition of participating in equine competitions 

 

- The APVMA clearly states “The potential for a vaccinated horse to pass on the Hendra virus cannot be ruled out”, 

therefore enforcing mandatory vaccination has no justification as the same “exclusion” protocols still have to take 

place regardless of whether the horse is vaccinated or not. See APVMA;http://apvma.gov.au/node/12881. 

 

- Why will vets come to vaccinate a horse that is sick when that is against the label precautions, neither will they 

treat the horse as its considered dangerous. As hendra is a fragile virus if they adhere to best hygiene practices and 

PPE the risk is significantly reduced.  

 

On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity for this 

form of exclusive dealing from being conferred on EA. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

  



Monday 10 August 2015  

 

Mr Richard Chadwick 
General Manager of Adjudication 
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 
GPO Box 3131 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 
C/- email address: adjudication@accc.gov.au 

 

Dear Mr Chadwick 

SUBMISSION AGAINST EQUESTRIAN AUSTRALIA (EA) NOTIFICATION APPLICATION NO: 
N98410 AS NOT BEING IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST 

I refer to the above mentioned EA application and wish to strongly make the following submissions 
against the granting of Notification to EA which, if granted, would confer immunity on EA to engage 
in exclusive dealing third line forcing by permitting mandatory Hendra (Hev) vaccination to be 
prescribed at equestrian events. 

I wish to strongly state that having regard to the following reasons, I do not believe that mandatory 
HeV vaccination is in the public interest and that the likely benefit to the public from the notified 
conduct would not outweigh the likely detriment to the public resulting from EA engaging in the 
conduct.  

1. The ACCC should not consider that the Notification Application to them is on behalf of 
EA's members. To my knowledge, the members were not consulted regarding this 
application.  

2. There have never been any recorded incidences of transmission of Hendra virus from horse 
to human during normal day to day contact. The seven documented human infections were 
the result of high level exposure to copious amounts of blood or bodily fluids during autopsy 
or whilst performing invasive treatment on end-stage dying horses without any or adequate 
personal protective equipment. This is not going to be occurring at any equestrian event. 

3. The Hendra virus is a very fragile virus and horse to horse transmission has not been proven 
as possible. The only cases of horse to horse transmission have been linked to the use of 
veterinary equipment (either a tube or endoscope) on multiple horses without adequate 
cleaning and sterilising between horses. This is not going to be occurring at any equestrian 
event. 

4. Horses with the Hendra Virus are very ill and deteriorate to death very quickly – within 24-
48 hours of onset of illness. No-one is going to be taking a horse that is this ill to an 
equestrian event. Some organisations require a 3 day record of temperatures for all horses 
competing as part of a health check – this is an adequate and sensible approach to ensure 
the health of all horses moving to a joint venue for an equestrian event. 

5. Many adverse reactions to the HeV vaccine, including death have been experienced by my 
colleagues. I have not vaccinated as all of my horses fall into one of the categories that has 
either not been tested by this vaccine i.e. breeding stock, or are aged or suffer a condition 
such as Queensland Itch and are therefore contra-indicated for use in these animals. As 
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such, my horses are not able to be vaccinated and should mandatory vaccination be 
introduced I would be ineligible to compete. 

6. The Government medicine licensing authority, the APVMA, itself states that mandatory HeV 
vaccination is not an APVMA requirement which supports the argument that if the 
Government licensing authority does not believe the HeV vaccine should be mandatory, it is 
inappropriate for a non-government private membership equestrian organisation such as EA 
to dictate that it should be and bind its members to such as a condition of participating in 
equine competitions. 

7. No Australian Government regulatory body has required or recommended mandatory HeV 
vaccination (e.g.: the Department of Primary Industries, Workplace Health and Safety etc) 
therefore it is inappropriate for a non-government private membership equestrian 
organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its members to such as a 
condition of participating in equine competitions. 

On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent 
immunity for this form of exclusive dealing from being conferred on EA. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
  

 
 

  
 
Please keep my details confidential. 
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Associations & Show Societies all over Australia if mandatory HeV vaccination is required, thereby 

decimating the recreational & competitive horse industry. 

- many vets are refusing to treat unvaccinated horses which conduct may increase if immunity to third line 

forcing is granted. Should EA be permitted to mandate HeV vaccination at events, this could lead to more 

veterinary practices refusing treatment and thereby creating “welfare” issues for horses who cannot be 

vaccinated due to age or infirmity. I believe many horses are possibly dying already because Vets MAY 

attend, but they will only take blood for Hendra testing & await the result before agreeing to actually treat 

an unseen illness, or wound etc. Therefore, in the case of colic, chances are extremely high that the horse 

will die a very long and agonising death due to lack of necessary invasive treatment. If blood is taken on a 

Friday afternoon, it can be Tues/Wed before results are known. Colic can & does kill within hours. 

- the negligible risks of Hendra being contracted at an event (and the fact that it has never happened in the 

history of equestrian events, or races, ever) whereas the risks of horses having violent & often deadly 

reactions are increasing by the day as more are vaccinated, and more particularly upon receiving their 3rd 

& onwards booster. It must not be overlooked that violent adverse reactions & death have occurred even 

after the initial vaccine. 

- The Government medicine licensing authority, the APVMA, itself states that mandatory HeV vaccination 

is not an APVMA requirement which supports the argument that if the Government licensing authority 

does not believe the HeV vaccine should be mandatory, it is inappropriate for a non-government private 

membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its members to such 

as a condition of participating in equine competitions, especially without consulting its paying membership 

numbering in the many thousands! 

- No Australian Government regulatory body has required or recommended mandatory HeV vaccination 

(e.g.: the Department of Primary Industries, Workplace Health and Safety etc) therefore it is inappropriate 

for a non-government private membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be 

and bind its members to such as a condition of participating in equine competitions 

- The APVMA clearly states “The potential for a vaccinated horse to pass on the Hendra virus cannot be 

ruled out”, therefore enforcing mandatory vaccination has no justification as the same “exclusion” 

protocols still have to take place regardless of whether the horse is vaccinated or not. See 

APVMA;http://apvma.gov.au/node/12881. 

On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity 

for this form of exclusive dealing from being conferred on EA. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private & Confidential - Name, Phone Number or Email Address NOT For Publication Please 
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- I am already unable to take my valuable team of show horses to certain events and equine competitions 

by virtue of the fact I refuse to vaccinate them, and this will extend to further Associations & Show 

Societies all over Australia if mandatory HeV vaccination is required, thereby decimating the recreational & 

competitive horse industry. 

 

- many vets are refusing to treat unvaccinated horses which conduct may increase if immunity to third line 

forcing is granted. Should EA be permitted to mandate HeV vaccination at events, this could lead to more 

veterinary practices refusing treatment and thereby creating “welfare” issues for horses who cannot be 

vaccinated due to age or infirmity. I believe many horses are possibly dying already because Vets MAY 

attend, but they will only take blood for Hendra testing & await the result before agreeing to actually treat 

an unseen illness, or wound etc. Therefore, in the case of colic, chances are extremely high that the horse 

will die a very long and agonising death due to lack of necessary invasive treatment. If blood is taken on a 

Friday afternoon, it can be Tues/Wed before results are known. Colic can & does kill within hours. 

 

- the negligible risks of Hendra being contracted at an event (and the fact that it has never happened in the 

history of equestrian events, or races, ever) whereas the risks of horses having violent & often deadly 

reactions are increasing by the day as more are vaccinated, and more particularly upon receiving their 3rd 

& onwards booster. It must not be overlooked that violent adverse reactions & death have occurred even 

after the initial vaccine. 

 

- The Government medicine licensing authority, the APVMA, itself states that mandatory HeV vaccination 

is not an APVMA requirement which supports the argument that if the Government licensing authority 

does not believe the HeV vaccine should be mandatory, it is inappropriate for a non-government private 

membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its members to such 

as a condition of participating in equine competitions, especially without consulting its paying membership 

numbering in the many thousands! 

 

- No Australian Government regulatory body has required or recommended mandatory HeV vaccination 

(e.g.: the Department of Primary Industries, Workplace Health and Safety etc) therefore it is inappropriate 

for a non-government private membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be 

and bind its members to such as a condition of participating in equine competitions 

 

- The APVMA clearly states “The potential for a vaccinated horse to pass on the Hendra virus cannot be 

ruled out”, therefore enforcing mandatory vaccination has no justification as the same “exclusion” 

protocols still have to take place regardless of whether the horse is vaccinated or not. See 

APVMA;http://apvma.gov.au/node/12881. 

 

On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity 

for this form of exclusive dealing from being conferred on EA. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Private & Confidential - Name, Phone Number or Email Address NOT For Publication Please 
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reactions are increasing by the day as more are vaccinated, and more particularly upon receiving their 3rd & 
onwards booster. It must not be overlooked that violent adverse reactions & death have occurred even after 
the initial vaccine. 
- The Government medicine licensing authority, the APVMA, itself states that mandatory HeV vaccination 
is not an APVMA requirement which supports the argument that if the Government licensing authority does 
not believe the HeV vaccine should be mandatory, it is inappropriate for a non-government private 
membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its members to such as 
a condition of participating in equine competitions, especially without consulting its paying membership 
numbering in the many thousands! 
- No Australian Government regulatory body has required or recommended mandatory HeV vaccination 
(e.g.: the Department of Primary Industries, Workplace Health and Safety etc) therefore it is inappropriate 
for a non-government private membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be 
and bind its members to such as a condition of participating in equine competitions 
- The APVMA clearly states “The potential for a vaccinated horse to pass on the Hendra virus cannot be 
ruled out”, therefore enforcing mandatory vaccination has no justification as the same “exclusion” protocols 
still have to take place regardless of whether the horse is vaccinated or not. See 
APVMA;http://apvma.gov.au/node/12881. 
On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity 
for this form of exclusive dealing from being conferred on EA. 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Private & Confidential - Name, Phone Number or Email Address NOT For Publication Please 
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competitive horse industry. 

 

- many vets are refusing to treat unvaccinated horses which conduct may increase if immunity to third line 

forcing is granted. Should EA be permitted to mandate HeV vaccination at events, this could lead to more 

veterinary practices refusing treatment and thereby creating “welfare” issues for horses who cannot be 

vaccinated due to age or infirmity. I believe many horses are possibly dying already because Vets MAY 

attend, but they will only take blood for Hendra testing & await the result before agreeing to actually treat 

an unseen illness, or wound etc. Therefore, in the case of colic, chances are extremely high that the horse 

will die a very long and agonising death due to lack of necessary invasive treatment. If blood is taken on a 

Friday afternoon, it can be Tues/Wed before results are known. Colic can & does kill within hours. 

 

- the negligible risks of Hendra being contracted at an event (and the fact that it has never happened in the 

history of equestrian events, or races, ever) whereas the risks of horses having violent & often deadly 

reactions are increasing by the day as more are vaccinated, and more particularly upon receiving their 3rd 

& onwards booster. It must not be overlooked that violent adverse reactions & death have occurred even 

after the initial vaccine. 

 

- The Government medicine licensing authority, the APVMA, itself states that mandatory HeV vaccination 

is not an APVMA requirement which supports the argument that if the Government licensing authority 

does not believe the HeV vaccine should be mandatory, it is inappropriate for a non-government private 

membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its members to such 

as a condition of participating in equine competitions, especially without consulting its paying membership 

numbering in the many thousands! 

 

- No Australian Government regulatory body has required or recommended mandatory HeV vaccination 

(e.g.: the Department of Primary Industries, Workplace Health and Safety etc) therefore it is inappropriate 

for a non-government private membership equestrian organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be 

and bind its members to such as a condition of participating in equine competitions 

 

- The APVMA clearly states “The potential for a vaccinated horse to pass on the Hendra virus cannot be 

ruled out”, therefore enforcing mandatory vaccination has no justification as the same “exclusion” 

protocols still have to take place regardless of whether the horse is vaccinated or not. See 

APVMA;http://apvma.gov.au/node/12881. 

  

- The recent rule reversal by Pony Club Association  of Queensland to now allow non vaccinated horses to 

compete at State championships. 

 

 

On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity 

for this form of exclusive dealing from being conferred on EA. 

 

Yours sincerely, 
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I have no problem with people choosing to vaccinate if they so chose to do, but do not wish to be told to inject my horses when no 
Government or agency like the DAFF feel it is a requirement.  

DAFF have an extremely comprehensive event holding guideline regarding biosecurity on their website that is absolutely all that is 
required to run events.  It is not hard to educate and provide handwashing and sanitizing hand gel for competitors and 
visitors.  Competitors do not take sick horses in their floats to an event for a ribbon!   

HeV vaccination product registration (on 4/8/15) registered label states that it cannot be guaranteed that the vaccine will not mask 
the Hendra virus symptoms and/or it cannot be guaranteed that a vaccinated horse may not pass on the virus anyway, in which 
case, what is the purpose of mandating vaccination without such certainties?  

Common sense needs to prevail and you need to listen to the people that this will affect.   

On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity for this form of exclusive 
dealing from  EA. 

Yours sincerely 

 

I 

 

- 
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- I am already unable to take my valuable team of show horses to certain events and equine 

competitions by virtue of the fact I refuse to vaccinate them, and this will extend to further 

Associations & Show Societies all over Australia if mandatory HeV vaccination is required, 

thereby decimating the recreational & competitive horse industry. 

- many vets are refusing to treat unvaccinated horses which conduct may increase if immunity 

to third line forcing is granted. Should EA be permitted to mandate HeV vaccination at events, 

this could lead to more veterinary practices refusing treatment and thereby creating “welfare” 

issues for horses who cannot be vaccinated due to age or infirmity. I believe many horses are 

possibly dying already because Vets MAY attend, but they will only take blood for Hendra 

testing & await the result before agreeing to actually treat an unseen illness, or wound etc. 

Therefore, in the case of colic, chances are extremely high that the horse will die a very long 

and agonising death due to lack of necessary invasive treatment. If blood is taken on a Friday 

afternoon, it can be Tues/Wed before results are known. Colic can & does kill within hours. 

- the negligible risks of Hendra being contracted at an event (and the fact that it has never 

happened in the history of equestrian events, or races, ever) whereas the risks of horses 

having violent & often deadly reactions are increasing by the day as more are vaccinated, and 

more particularly upon receiving their 3rd & onwards booster. It must not be overlooked that 

violent adverse reactions & death have occurred even after the initial vaccine. 

- The Government medicine licensing authority, the APVMA, itself states that mandatory HeV 

vaccination is not an APVMA requirement which supports the argument that if the 

Government licensing authority does not believe the HeV vaccine should be mandatory, it is 

inappropriate for a non-government private membership equestrian organisation such as EA 

to dictate that it should be and bind its members to such as a condition of participating in 

equine competitions, especially without consulting its paying membership numbering in the 

many thousands! 

- No Australian Government regulatory body has required or recommended mandatory HeV 

vaccination (e.g.: the Department of Primary Industries, Workplace Health and Safety etc) 

therefore it is inappropriate for a non-government private membership equestrian 

organisation such as EA to dictate that it should be and bind its members to such as a 

condition of participating in equine competitions 

- The APVMA clearly states “The potential for a vaccinated horse to pass on the Hendra virus 

cannot be ruled out”, therefore enforcing mandatory vaccination has no justification as the 

same “exclusion” protocols still have to take place regardless of whether the horse is 

vaccinated or not. See APVMA;http://apvma.gov.au/node/12881. 

On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent 

immunity for this form of exclusive dealing from being conferred on EA. 

Yours sincerely, 

Private & Confidential - Name, Phone Number or Email Address NOT For Publication Please  
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EVER arose is simple hot soapy water and sunlight for a day or so.  No major downtime for an organisation as AVA continue to 
state. 

14. I have a horse that I compete that reacts to all vaccinations with laminitis.  My vet says we will kill him if I vaccinate him for 
Hendra for competition.  Where does that leave me and my horse?  There is no exemption letters allowed, no bending of the rules, 
purely exclusion from events if this is allowed!  

On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity for this form of exclusive 
dealing from being conferred on EA. 

Yours sincerely 
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On these grounds, I therefore strongly urge the ACCC to object to EA's Notification and prevent immunity for this 

form of exclusive dealing from being conferred on EA. 

Yours sincerely, 
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