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High-level evidence and common sense stand together calling for strong legal protections for breastfeeding. 
We need to promote, support and protect the short-term and long-term health of both mothers and infants.  

  

The current MAIF agreement has insufficient power to protect mothers and infants from unethical 
marketing practices. It is an embarrassingly weak response to the World Health Organisation (WHO) 
International Code on Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes and subsequent World Health Assembly 
resolutions (The WHO Code). It is also due for review shortly in the context of reviewing Australia’s 2010-
2015 National Breastfeeding Strategy, particularly as it does not address more recent developments such as 
the rising market in toddler milk use (contrary to public health messages) and electronic media avenues. 

  

The proposal to re-authorise the MAIF Agreement for 10 years is not in the best interests of Australia’s 
mothers, infants, health budget, or international standing. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

  

Dr Megan Elliott-Rudder 
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