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am I spending all this money? why did I believe their propaganda....because it is done so 
well and because they neatly segue the words breastfeeding into their advertising to make 
you think it is a necessary and suitable food source for toddlers. 

If we want breastfeeding to be viewed as the cultural norm and for breastfeeding rates to be 
protected and improved upon then the MAIF agreement is not the answer. The voluntary and 
self-regulatory nature of the agreement and the lack of repercussions if there are breaches 
make it an insubstantial document. Reviews and recommendations have not taken place nor 
been adopted. Retailers are not included in the agreement, so formula and its advertising can 
be seen everywhere and yet daily we have to fight for breastfeeding in public to be accepted 
and breastmilk to not be considered a "biohazard" by some! 

The ACCC appears casual in its dismissal of the possible changes to the WHO Code and its 
disinclination to wait for the WHO report and the National Breastfeeding Strategy before re-
authorising the MAIF agreement, is hypocritical of Australia's obligations to legislate the 
full WHO International Code of Marketing of Breastmilk Substitutes and subsequent World 
Health Assembly resolutions which it signed in 1981. 

I am just constantly amazed that corporations and money-making always wins out. The 
Australian Government has an ongoing battle with improving health outcomes for all its 
population, yet if it was prepared to stand by breastfeeding and breastmilk then some of our 
poor health across the generations would be negated and the government would save money. 
The country is dependent upon volunteers to get the healthy messages out there and support 
mothers in their health choices yet is unprepared to play hard ball and fully commit to the 
WHO Code which research has shown does protect breastfeeding. 

I beseech you to reconsider your intentions, and at the very least permit reauthorisation of 
the MAIF agreement for one year only, so that it goes under mandatory review in line with 
the new WHO Code and other significant reports of 2016 

 

Sincerely 

Jeanette Cullen 




