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From: Lisa Carmen Knott 
Sent: Tuesday, 10 November 2015 1:48 PM
To: Adjudication
Subject: Proposed MAIF Agreement

Hi Sir/Madam, 

I am writing to demonstrate my opposition to the proposed MAIF agreements being extended by 10 years. 
As a mother and breastfeeding counsellor who volunteers to support Australia's mothers on their often 
challenging breastfeeding journeys, I know from hands on experience that mothers need all the support they 
can get from their family support, health professionals and from society as a whole.  The current MAIF 
agreement is detrimental to this support.  

The reason I and many mothers and fathers I know are opposed to the MAIF being extended by 10 years are 
that: 

1.  It is an agreement which is not currently effective and must be reviewed.  
2. There are no repercussions for a breach of the agreement -therefore it is in effective and a waste of 

tax-payers money when money could be being spent on breastfeeding support (such as the recently 
cancelled funding to the breastfeeding association) 

3. The marketing of Infant Formula may generate economic income in the short term, but scientific 
research proves the long term repercussions to our future children's health and well-being and 
associated health care costs will cost infinitely more. Not to mention that breastfeeding is FREE so 
anything that supports will more money for the economy in other areas. 

4. Mothers who are susceptible to societal pressure and marketing (most mothers) are at risk of not 
succeeding in their breastfeeding journey due to the influence of Infant Formula marketing and must 
be protected  

5. The MAIF does not meet current WHO International Code of Marketing 
6. The MAIF has clear loopholes which means Infant Formula companies are finding ways to overtly 

advertise Infant Formula -by advertising Toddler Formula (something which is completely 
unnecessary as formula is not necessary past 12 months anyway 

As a mother who has migrated to Australia for a better lifestyle for my children and a better economy I was 
still surprised with how progressive Australia is compared to the UK in its Health System  and Supportive 
Breastfeeding culture.  From organisations like the Australian Breastfeeding Association to the 
breastfeeding-friendly hospitals where my child and expected child will be born. 

Please do not regress in this matter, the Australian Breastfeeding Association has already lost government 
funding to keep their 24-hour helpline going, this would be yet another step backwards in Australia's 
challenging and progressive journey to improve the health and well-being of it's future children. 

Regards 

 

Lisa  

 
 

 
 




