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expectant mother I am seeing formula companies advertising in chemists, supermarkets, social 
media, television and baby magazines where whilst stating ‘breast is always best’ go on to then 
undermine breastfeeding through ill reporting of breastfeeding facts and even misquoting the 
World Health Organisation on breastfeeding. Coming from what a new and unaware mother would 
consider a reputable source of information on what to best provide for her child this is both an 
incorrect and confusing source of information.  

Again I strongly urge the ACCC to postpone their decision on reauthorizing the MAIF agreement 
until the following considerations can be included in a more rounded report: 

• WHO is in the process of strengthening protections against food marketing to 
children and their parents in an attempt to combat the problem of obesity in 
Australia. This may result in changes to the WHO Code. This is due out early next 
year. This information should be included in any review of MAIF, therefore an interim 
re-authorisation of 1 year rather than 10 is more appropriate.  
  

• Australia is in the middle of reviewing its national policy on breastfeeding, the 
National Breastfeeding Strategy due at the end of 2015, so it is premature to lock- in a 
10 year arrangement on regulation of formula marketing.  

  
• The MAIF Agreement does not meet Australia’s obligations to implement, as 

legislation, the full WHO International Code of Marketing of Breast- milk Substitutes 
/and subsequent World Health Assembly resolutions/ (the WHO Code). Austr alia 
signed the WHO Code in 1981. Australia’s implementation of the WHO Code is half-
hearted and has not kept up with modern marketing methods by electronic and 
social media, including online sales and loyalty programs.  

Failure to take into consideration the findings, recommendations and research of the above 
organisations along with not including  social media and toddler infant artificial milk marketing just 
undermines the integrity of the MAIF agreement essentially ensuring that the only use for it is to
aid formula companies to increase their profit lines and do whatever they want. The long term 
consequences of an increased culture of formula feeding in Australia will then no doubt start to 
reflect those currently in the UK and America, along with the cost and increased pressure on the 
Australian tax payer and Health system, let alone the missed humanitarian right for babies to be 
breastfeed.  

I look forward to hearing further updates regarding the review of the MAIF agreement. 

Emma Rowlings-Jensen 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 




