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Canberra  
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Australian Cotton Shippers Association Incorporated Authorization Ref: 
A91505 

 
 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
 

1. We understand that the Australian Cotton Shippers Association 
(ACSA) has lodged an application with yourselves, seeking authorization 
for its members to buy cotton based on high volume instrument (HVI) 
classing for color and leaf. 

2. The International Textile Manufacturers Federation (ITMF) is an 
international forum for the world's textile industries, dedicated to keeping 
the world-wide membership constantly informed through surveys, studies 
and publications, participating in the evolution of the industry's value chain 
and through the organization of annual conferences as well as publishing 
considered opinions on future trends and international developments. The 
ITMF has various Committees, which deal specifically with cotton, the 
Spinners Committee, and the International Committee for Cotton Classing 
Test Methods (ICCTM). The former represent the practical user of cotton 
world wide, whilst the latter, represents the more scientific approach to 
cotton and its characteristics. 

3. We have consulted these committees, and they have unanimously 
approved and supported the proposal of purchasing cotton based on 
classification by HVI instruments for color and leaf, together with other 
characteristics already being measured on these instruments, for various 
reasons. 
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4. Firstly, measurements will help improve the sustainability of the 
sector by reducing friction between buyers and sellers as regards a purely 
visual appreciation of cotton, which can often lead to disputes. 

5. Secondly, instrument testing will ensure that the producers are 
guaranteed a fair evaluation of their cotton in a scientific and totally 
independent manner. 

6. Thirdly, instrument testing cotton will lead directly to creating 
improved demand for cotton by providing the technical information for the 
cotton spinners, who require today, in a cost cost-effective basis, the full 
technical date of the cotton they have purchased, allowing them to 
optimize the use of this raw material. 

7. Fourthly, instrument testing is used to describe cotton in a large 
proportion of the world cotton trade, which enhances the competitiveness 
of cotton in relation to polyester, the main competitor of cotton currently 
seizing ever more market share. The initiative proposed by ACSA 
encompasses the work and objective of the ITMF and its two specialized 
committees in this field, hence we have no hesitation in recommending 
the adoption of their proposal. 

8. Please do not hesitate to contact us if any further information might 
be required. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 

    
 
 
Andrew G. Macdonald    Dr. Christian Schindler 
 
Chairman of the ITMF Spinners Committee Director General of the ITMF 
Member of the ITMF Board 


