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Dear Sir,

I am writing to you in support of the submission made by the Australian Cotton Shippers 
Association for the classing of cotton by HVI(High Volume Instruments) machines purchased from 
Australian growers for the attributes of colour and trash content that is currently assessed visually. 

Havana Farming has been growing cotton in the Wee Waa area in northern NSW continuously 
since 1980 initially growing 150 ha to current production of up 45,000 bales on over 3,500 ha. We 
are also shareholders of one of the major classing organisations, ProClass, that independently 
class a significant proportion of the Australian crop.

HVI machines have been used for many years to assess the fibre qualities of length,micronaire 
and strength but have not been used for the other two aspects of cotton classing, colour and trash 
content, although these machines have that ability.

At the time these machines were introduced it was to help speed up the time to class the Australian 
crop at a time the industry was going through significant growth. It was simply a conservative 
decision at the time that only three of the five aspects of classing were classed by this method so 
that the industry could get use to this method.

The method of complete HVI classing is long overdue in my view. It is simply an adaption of 
existing technology that will bring savings from efficiency gains that this technology provides that 
would be passed onto growers in a competitive environment.

It will provide a more uniform method of classing across the Australian crop that should give the 
grower,the merchant and the end buyer,the spinners, more confidence that the cotton they are 
buying and selling is as per description provided by the classing results.

From a grower perspective it takes out of play one of the grower concerns that being, the merchant 
selling to a spinner a higher grade cotton than what the merchant paid the grower. 

I do not see any disadvantage to the grower especially in a climate of significant competition 
between up to fourteen merchants in Australia for cotton produced by Australian growers. I do not 
expect this competition to decrease as Australian cotton is very sought after globally because of it's 
consistent high quality. 



I believe the Australian industry is well situated for a quick transition to full HVI classing with the 
number of HVI machines currently available in the country. 

I support adoption of full HVI classing indefinitely, but if an adoption for a period of ten years was 
determined I am confident that at the end that period that it would be supported to continue 
indefinitely from then.

Thank you for your time.

Yours sincerely.

DAVID PHELPS


