
 

 

 
 

 

Mr John Rouw 23 December 2013 
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 
GPO Box 520 
Melbourne VIC 3001 

 

Dear Mr Rouw 

Response to Powercor Australia Ltd and Ors – application for authorisations A91393 to A91395 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this submission in support of the Victorian Electricity Distributors’ 
application for authorisation to continue with a prequalification program for civil contractors. 

The Civil Contractors Federation (CCF) which represents nearly 500 civil contractors in Victoria and over 1300 
nationally, is recognized as Australia’s largest representative body of Civil construction companies 
responsible for the delivery of the country’s infrastructure projects such as roads, streets, subdivisions, 
bridges, water, sewage drainage and telecommunications.  

The CCF has since inception, strongly supported and in many ways facilitated the improvement in 
contractors’ management of works and ultimately the quality of the delivered project.  

To further support early initiatives in the area of improvement, CCF in 1998 adopted a national position of 
encouraging contractors to develop appropriate systems, particularly for management of the Occupational 
Health and Safety, Environmental and Quality aspects of all works.  

In addition, CCF encourages contractors to seek third party verification of their management systems against 
relevant and appropriate Standards.  

CCF further supports the application for the following additional reasons: 

1. The program is consistent with prequalification requirements in other civil industry sectors 
particularly in that virtually all State and Local Government Authorities, Water, Irrigation and 
Catchment Management Authorities, together with numerous private sector contractors require 
contractors to apply for prequalification prior to tendering on works. The principle aspects of this 
prequalification require the contractor or supplier to provide verification of their management 
systems, expertise, capability and past history. 
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2. The current prequalification program of the Victorian Electricity Distributors brings to the industry, a 
level of consistency of approach (to prequalification) that is supported by the majority of contractors 
often faced with meeting the differing requirements of several clients within the same industry 
sector. This has assisted to reduce costs and the compliance burden to contractors by introducing a 
system that prequalifies contractors to work for any of the Victorian Electricity Distributors without 
the need to meet five different sets of requirements. 

3. The proposal by the Victorian Electricity Distributors is in accordance with CCF’s National Policy 
(adopted in April 2007) of advocating to all relevant Government agencies, Local Government and 
other industry relevant client groups to specify in tenders, the need for all tenderers to maintain 
certified management systems or where relevant, possess or be subject to an auditable management 
system based on accepted International and Australian standards.  

4. The introduction of the program has improved the quality of work done by contractors through 
annual reviews and 3-yearly re-accreditation to ensure systems and processes are maintained at the 
required level. This also has resulted in improved environmental management plans due to the 
requirement of a 3rd party audited management system as part of the accreditation process. 

Should your office require further information on this submission, or further background information on the 
varying types of prequalification requirements placed on civil contractors, we would be happy to assist you. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mark Binks 
General Manager Operations 


