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8th April 2013 
 
Dear David, 
 
I write to acknowledge receipt of your recent correspondence relating Dairy Farmers Milk 
Co-operative Limited and Dairy Farmers Pty Ltd application to the ACCC for the revocation 
of authorisation A91089 and substitution of new authorisation A91364. 
 
Our organisation, after consultation with Dairy Farmers Milk Co-operative Limited supports 
the ACCC application between Dairy Farmers Milk Co-operative and Dairy Farmers Pty Ltd. 
 
While we give support to this application to the ACCC, we must raise our ongoing serious 
concerns that even with the reauthorisation of this Collective Bargaining provision, it will not 
restore sustainable returns to dairy farmers supplying Dairy Farmers Milk Co-operative 
Limited or Lion, due to the ongoing severe impacts being suffered by the domestic fresh milk 
industry from the ‘milk price war’ led by Coles supermarkets. 
 
While Collective Bargaining provisions under the Competition and Consumer Act 2010 
provides some benefits to authorised groups of dairy farmers in negotiating supply 
arrangements with milk processors it does not and cannot address the unsustainable impacts 
being incurred on the domestic fresh milk industry from the ‘milk price war’. 
 
As such we strongly believe that due to limits of Collective Bargaining provisions under the 
Competition and Consumer Act 2010, and the ongoing severe impacts from the ‘milk price 
war’ undermining investment in the domestic fresh milk industry and ultimately affecting 
competition and consumer choice, there is a clear and immediate case for a mandatory code of 
conduct that covers the whole supply chain to be implemented. 
 
For further information or clarification please do not hesitate to contact me at the Queensland 
Dairyfarmers’ Organisation office on (07) 3236 2955. 
 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Adrian Peake 
CEO,  
Queensland Dairyfarmers’ Organisation Ltd 


