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Pre-decision conference regarding applications for 
authorisation A91332 - A91333, 1 February 2013 

Qantas Airways Limited and Emirates, in relation to a Master 
Coordination Agreement to coordinate the operations of the 

applicants 

Introduction 

Good morning, my name is Jill Walker. This is a conference relating to the draft 
determination in respect of authorisation applications lodged by Qantas 
Airways Limited and Emirates in relation to a Master Coordination Agreement 
to coordinate the operations of the applicants. I am a member of the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission and I have been nominated by the 
Chairman to represent the ACCC at this conference and to act as chair of this 
conference. 

As chair of this conference I welcome you all. 

Also representing the ACCC here today are: Rose Webb, Executive General 
Manager of Mergers and Adjudication; Richard Fleming, Acting General 
Manager, Adjudication; Darrell Channing, Shane Chisholm, Tess Macrae and 
Mark Basile, Adjudication; General Counsel: Wendy Peter, Deputy General 
Counsel: Tanya Dunne and Caroline Gill from legal; and Kristen Hannah, 
General Manager, Strategic Communications Branch. They will be assisting 
with the conference. 

This conference was requested by the Transport Workers Union. The 
Australian Licenced Aircraft Engineers Association and Senator Xenophon also 
requested that the ACCC hold a conference. 

This conference gives you the opportunity to express your views in relation to 
the ACCC’s draft determination proposing to grant conditional authorisation to 
Qantas and Emirates, to put any opposing positions and to raise any issues of 
concern about the information or conclusions in the draft determination. The 
ACCC will take these matters into account in reaching a final determination. 

However, the purpose of the conference is not to engage in a debate on the 
issues or to ask questions of the ACCC but to provide you with an opportunity 
to present additional views and submissions on the basis of the ACCC’s draft 
determination. 

Before I open the conference, it is necessary to mention a few procedural 
issues. I assume that you have all received a copy of the Outline of the 
Procedures the ACCC usually follows in conferences of this nature. Copies are 
available for those who have not. 

Let me state a few of the important points: 
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� Members of the media are present at the conference today, however 
media representatives are not entitled to participate in the conference. 
Although no interested party has expressed a concern, if any interested 
party feels that the attendance of media representatives today would 
restrict them from freely expressing their views they should notify me. If 
concerns are raised, I will consider asking the members of the media to 
leave the conference while the interested party expresses their views. 

� No party here today is permitted to make a recording of this conference 
by means of any recording device, such as an iPod, mobile telephone, 
camera or dictaphone. This also applies to members of the media. I ask 
that no quotes are taken from the conference discussion. If quotes from 
particular parties are desired, those parties should be approached 
outside of the conference. 

� The conference is not being recorded. However, ACCC staff will prepare 
a written summary of the conference. This will be in minute form, it will 
not be verbatim. All parties here today will receive a copy of that written 
record and it will also be published on the ACCC’s public register. 

� I cannot make a final decision today. Following today’s conference I will 
report back to the Commission and it will be the Commission that makes 
the final decision on whether or not to grant authorisation and on what 
terms, having regard to various matters including any views expressed 
here today. 

� The conference is intended to be informal. An interested party attending 
a conference may have the assistance of outside legal or other 
professional advisers. However, these advisors are not entitled to 
participate in the discussion. 

� As this conference progresses, I shall call on the spokesperson for each 
party present and you will be given the opportunity to address the 
conference. After you have the opportunity to address the conference, 
you will have the opportunity to respond to points raised by others in 
their addresses. I encourage everyone to voice their opinions and put 
their positions. To ensure we do not run out of time, I ask that the parties 
keep their opening remarks brief and in any event less than ten minutes. 

� Any questions to other parties must go through me and I will exercise 
discretion as to whether or not the questions will be put. Of course, 
parties may choose to answer or not to answer questions. 

� If any person uses insulting language or repeatedly interrupts the 
conference or creates or takes part in creating or continuing a 
disturbance at the conference, I may exclude that person or persons 
from the conference today. 

� If you have made a written submission or agree with the comments of an 
earlier speaker, please indicate this and you may then wish to limit your 
address to any additional comments you wish to make. 
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� The ACCC requires each person present to sign the attendance record. 
If you have not done so, please do so before leaving. Also, to assist note 
taking, please state your name and the organisation you represent, if 
any, before speaking. 

� Due to another booking, we will need to close the conference by just 
after 12.30. 


