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Submission re: Port Hedland Port Authority (PHPA) Third Line Forcing Notification 

(N96171) 
 

1. Shipping Australia Ltd (SAL) is a peak shipowner association with 34 member lines 

and shipping agents and with 51 corporate associate members which generally provide 

services to the maritime industry in Australia. Our member Lines are involved with over 80% 

of Australia’s international container trade and car trade as well as over 70% of our break bulk 

and bulk trade. A number of our members are also actively engaged in the provision of coastal 

cargo services to Australian consignors and consignees. Our members include cruise ship and 

towage operator. A major focus of SAL is to promote efficient and effective maritime trade for 

Australia whilst advancing the interests of ship owners and shipping agents in all matters of 

shipping policy and safe environmentally sustainable ship operations. SAL also provides 

secretariat services to the many liner companies and agencies that are members of 

conferences, discussion agreements, consortia and joint services that have their agreements 

registered under Part X of the Australian Competition and Consumer Act, 2012 (Cth). These 

agreements specifically seek to facilitate and encourage growth of Australia’s international 

liner shipping trades. 

 

2. This submission should be read in conjunction with the previous submission made in 

regard to this subject on 22 October 2012, when the Port Hedland Port Authority (PHPA) 

sought approval from the ACCC for all vessels entering and leaving the port (other than very 

small and manoeuvrable craft) to engage the harbour towage services of BHP Billiton 

Minerals Pty Ltd at least for the foreseeable future.  

 

3. It is noted that BHP handles 71% of the cargo and FMG which is the second largest 

user of the port believes that a second towage operator is not warranted at this point in time, as 

such our members are of the view that currently it may be difficult for a new towage operate to 

enter the market and operate viably. 
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4. We observe that the ACCC has advised PHPA that it may be prepared to allow the 

Notification subject to a commitment from PHPA to take steps, in a reasonable period of time, 

to facilitate a process for a new entrant to apply for an additional non-exclusive licence 

 

5. We notice that in its submission, PHPA has assured that it intends to start the process 

to seek EOI from other towage operators in the 1st quarter of 2014. However, the delivery of 

any additional towage service is not expected to occur before 2017/2018 or 2018/2019. 

 

6. Members of SAL are pleased with the declaration made PHPA of its clear objective to 

facilitate a process for a new entrant to apply for an additional non-exclusive licence. It is vital 

that this is conducted in a reasonable period of time, as our members support competition for 

towage services in Port Hedland.  

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Rod Nairn, AM 

Chief Executive Officer 


