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Dear Dr Chadwick 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on AgStewardship Australia Limited’s application for re-

authorisation of the two voluntary product stewardship schemes – ChemClear and drumMuster. 

Unlike most chemical pollutants controlled by government in Australia, agvet chemicals involve the 

deliberate release into the environment of dangerous and highly toxic chemicals.  Perhaps because 

the release of these chemicals is intentional rather than accidental, little effort is currently expended 

in Australia to minimise their release and thereby minimise the known health and environmental 

hazards associated with their release. 

In view of the above regulatory oversight, The Weed’s Network requests that the ACCC consider 

imposing conditions on the re-authorisation.   

We request that 50% of the total levy collected be allocated to a suitably qualified service provider 

(for example, The Weed’s Network) for the purposes of researching and implementing strategies to 

reduce the number of drums collected and to reduce the amount of hazardous chemicals being 

distributed in the containers.  If no effort is made to reduce the pollution created by the chemicals 

contained in the containers, or the containers, then the levy will fail to generate the long-term 

environmental benefits its proponents are claiming. 

Site contamination 

We note that currently the cleaning procedure detailed by AgStewardship Australia Limited is for 

empty containers to be thoroughly washed before they are handed in for disposal.  We recommend 

that finding methods to do this cleaning safely could be investigated and implemented and that this 



be made a condition to the re-authorisation.  For example, methods could be found to clean the 

containers without contaminating the cleaning site and/or surrounding environ, such as water-

bodies, dams, or farm household buildings   

Along similar lines, guidelines should be developed to ensure that cleaning does not result in 

chemicals being mixed during the cleaning process to create even more hazardous by-products. A 

number of commonly used agvet chemicals are known to increase in toxicity when combined. 

Chemical use reduction 

The applicant claims that since 2009, the ChemCert scheme has collected 388,000 litres of hazardous 

agvet chemicals.  How many thousands of litres of agvet chemicals that were not recovered via the 

scheme, and/or disposed of illegally is not known.  We request that an allocation of the levy be 

made to find ways to measure, prevent, and/or reduce the amounts of agvet chemicals being used 

unnecessarily and therefore being wasted or disposed of, either legally via the scheme, or illegally.  

The aim of the proposed condition should be to ultimately reduce the amount of unwanted agvet 

chemicals returned via the scheme to zero.   

Substitution 

It is a central aim of all hazard and risk reduction strategies at all levels of government that, once a 

hazard is identified, it should be either eliminated, or a strategy put in place to work to eliminate the 

risk over time.  We request that a portion of the levy collected be allocated to finding ways to 

minimise or avoid the use of hazardous agvet chemicals.  Along these lines, we suggest that the levy 

be used to identify the most hazardous agvet chemicals in common use, and to create a priority list 

of such chemicals to be eliminated from use via use of less hazardous substitution methods.  

The Weed’s Network would support reauthorisation of the schemes if, and only if, the above 

conditions were applied by the ACCC.  Without such conditions, we believe the scheme serves to 

legitimise the use of hazardous pollutants without any effort being made to eliminate or reduce the 

risks posed by such use. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Zheljana Peric 

Manager 

 


