
 

Office Choice Limited authorisation application A91389 

Interim authorisation decision 

Decision 

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (the ACCC) has granted interim 
authorisation to Office Choice Limited (ACN 077 437 097) on behalf of: 

i) its current and future members and on its own behalf; 

ii) Office Brands Limited (ACN 087 656 737) and its current and future members; and  

iii) Office Products Depot (a New Zealand company1) and its current and future 
franchises/members. 

This group (collectively Office Choice) has been granted interim authorisation to continue to 
collectively bargain, or appoint intermediaries to collectively bargain on their behalf, with 
office products suppliers since 2007 under authorisation A91058, which expires on 22 
October 2013. 

Interim authorisation commences immediately and remains in place until it is revoked or the 
date the ACCC’s final determination comes into effect. 

The application for authorisation 

On 10 October 2013 Office Choice applied for re-authorisation in order for its members and 
franchises to continue to collectively bargain, or appoint intermediaries to collectively bargain 
on their behalf, with office products suppliers.     

Due to the impending expiry of the current authorisation, Office Choice has requested 
interim authorisation as part of the new application.   

The authorisation process 

Authorisation provides protection from legal action for conduct that may otherwise breach 
the competition provisions of the Competition and Consumer Act 2010 (the Act). Broadly, 
the ACCC may grant authorisation if it is satisfied that the benefit to the public from the 
conduct outweighs any public detriment, including from a lessening of competition. The 
ACCC conducts a public consultation process to assist in determining whether a proposed 
arrangement results in a net public benefit. 
                                                      
1
 The ACCC notes that the authorisation only covers collective bargaining conduct undertaken in 

Australia. 



Interim authorisation 

The ACCC has decided to suspend the operation of authorisation A91058 and grant interim 
authorisation to application A91389 consistent with section 91(2)(f) of the Competition and 
Consumer Act 2010. 

Office Choice requested interim authorisation to allow Office Choice members and 
franchises to continue to collectively bargain, or appoint intermediaries to collectively bargain 
on their behalf, with suppliers while the ACCC considers and evaluates the merits of the 
substantive application. 

Office Choice submitted that interim authorisation was necessary to avoid detrimental and 
disruptive effect on the applicant, its members, and suppliers of office products that contract 
with Office Choice. 

In support of its application for interim authorisation, Office Choice submitted that no readily 
apparent detriment to consumers had arisen since authorisation was granted to the 
arrangements in September 2007. Office Choice also submitted that if interim authorisation 
was denied, individual Office Choice dealers may become less competitive with bigger office 
supplies retailers as a result of increased acquisition costs and ultimately this may lead to 
higher prices to consumers. 

Reasons for decision 

In assessing the request for interim authorisation the ACCC considered that there was 
benefit in allowing Office Choice members and franchises to continue under the prior 
conduct while the ACCC evaluates the merits of the substantive application. Interim 
authorisation will avoid disruption to the numerous Office Choice affiliated businesses as 
well as the suppliers with whom they negotiate. 

Reconsideration of decision 

The ACCC may review the decision to grant interim authorisation at any time, including at 
the draft determination stage, should the ACCC’s assessment indicate that this is 
appropriate. The ACCC's decision in relation to the interim authorisation should not be taken 
to be indicative of whether or not final authorisation will be granted by the ACCC. 


