
8 October 2013 

 

Mr David Hatfield 

Director, Adjudication Branch 

Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 

 

By email: David.Hatfield@accc.gov.au 

 

Dear Mr Hatfield, 

 

Re: Clubs Australia application for authorisation A91381 – interested party submissions 

 

Thank you for your letter of 26 September to Mr Josh Landis.  We have noted the views of the 

interested parties provided.   

 

Clubs Australia notes that there is great diversity both within and among different states and 

territories as to the commercial size and strength of individual clubs.  More than 50 per cent of club 

industry revenue is generated in New South Wales alone, despite having only 20 per cent of clubs in 

that state.  South Australia has as many clubs numerically as NSW, although its industry generates 

only 5 per cent of the national income.  We believe that most clubs are price and condition takers, 

based on their size and sophistication.  Clubs Australia believes there is little power for individual (of 

any size) clubs to negotiate customised supply agreements of services.   

 

In particular, Clubs Australia notes the concerns of Tabcorp Holdings Limited for anti-competitive 

detriment.  We recognise that a number of the businesses owned and/or operated by Tabcorp are 

structured differently in each jurisdiction and have different tax rates and various other conditions, 

which would prevent a single national approach. However, its suggestion that the ACCC should 

impose a condition on authorisation similar to that contained in Authorisation A91257 granted to 

the Australian Hotels Association (AHA) is not practical.   

 

Clubs Australia’s organisational structure differs from the AHA’s.  The AHA’s national body has direct 

staff, and each jurisdiction has an AHA branch.  Clubs Australia has no direct staff: all policy matters 

regulated at the federal level are managed by ClubsNSW; the Executive Director of Clubs Australia is 

the CEO of ClubsNSW; and not all state associations would have the capacity to form a negotiating 

committee, as there is significant diversity among the member associations in resources and 

capabilities.  

 Imposing this condition on Clubs Australia would prohibit the ability for the industry in 

some jurisdictions to be represented, and therefore we reject the proposal from Tabcorp. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Anthony Ball 

Chief Executive Officer 
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