

















Cl.119. e Such a situation would increase the Optus HFC penetration resulting in
lower costs for Optus and an incentive to enhance the performance of the HFC
network.

Cl.120 | interpret this clause as NBN issues of self interest unrelated to customer
service.

500,000 Optus HFC customers is a meaningful market presence & hardly “Cherry
picking” whatever that term really means in a commercial & customer service
context.

Response to Section 7 Public Benefits.

In summary | interpret these arguments as being about the benefits perceived by &
to the NBN and these benefits are entirely devoid of benefits to the broadband
consumer or the public in general.

Cl.122, it is NBN who is engaging in unnecessary duplication and the environmental
vandalism of adding another set of cables under or above our streets past the 2.2
million premises already passed by the Optus HFC network,

Cl.123 accurately projecting the public benefits in the 9 years to the 2021 NBN rollout
/ completion or the 20 years life of the proposed NBN Optus agreement is near
impossible in the face of fast moving technology advancements.

Most likely the fixed technology formulae such as proposed for the NBN lacks the
ability for urgent uptake of new deg )yment technologies.

It has a high risk of stranding Australia in a technological wilderness of an outdated
technology and a monopolistic wholesale cost plus vendor with no incentive to
change or adapt for the consumers benefit.

CL125 & CI126 the benefits that accrue to government policy though laudable are
not correlate to public benefits or benefits to the consumer.

Cl.127 noted
Cl.128 noted

Cl.129 Whilst the establishment of the NBN as a monopoly Broadband supplier at
the whol;esalle will undoubetedly benefit the NBN it is unsupported that this will
actually be of benefit to the consumer.

It is clearly acknowledged by the NBN that retention of the Optus HFC network will
be of significant cost benefit to consumers serviced by the Optus HFC network.

One might assume that similar benefits would accrue to consumers serviced by a
retained Telstra HFC network as there would then be 3 broadband cable competitors
Telstra & Optus would be vertically integrated and NBN wholesale.






The proposed agreements between the NBN and Telstra and NBN and Optus will provide the NBN
with an effective monopoly on the provision High speed Internet data services & shut down the 2
existing Hybrid fibre cable networks of Telstra & Optus

These 2 HFC networks are realistic existing, sunk cost & real low cost 100Mb/s competitors to the
impending NMN fibre network.

The agreements currently between NBN and Telstra/Optus additionally force the consumers to be
migrated to the NBN's vastly & intrinsically more expensive service which will then have no
effective or realistic fibre based competitors.

This directly affects about 10 million of the urban east coast population who are within reach of the
existing two HFC networks.

There will not be any viable competitor to this monopoly at data speeds above 5Mb/s as wireless
Internet is already proven both in Australia & overseas to have serious capacity, congestion and
data bandwidth limitations.



