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The AMA supports the ACCC’s draft determination on the reauthorisation of the Medicines 

Australia Code of Conduct Edition 17 for three years. 

 

Under the Code, member companies will be required to report in aggregate: 

 

• sponsorship of health professionals to attend educational events; 

• payments made to health professionals to attend and speak at educational meetings; and 

• payments to health professionals who act as advisory board members or provide consulting 

services. 

 

We believe the process already initiated by Medicines Australia to implement further 

transparency measures in this regard should be allowed to proceed, and within a reasonable 

timeframe. 

 

Decisions about the information to be collected and how it is reported is more complex than it 

may first seem, as demonstrated by the ongoing delay in the implementation of the USA 

‘Sunshine Act’. 

 

If Australia wants to continue to be a world leader in ethical and transparent relationships, it 

should ensure it takes the time to develop a system that is workable and effective. 

 

It is essential that any information made public should be reported in such a way that it is 

meaningful to consumers in making decisions about their health care choices. 

 

This will involve proper consideration of the range of stakeholder views and exploring the range 

of possible models operating overseas. 
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It is important to recognise that the reporting by pharmaceutical companies of payments and 

benefits provided to health professionals is likely to be used as a template for other relationships 

in the health sector. It is worthwhile spending the time to get it right. 
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