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1 Please provide further information about the key da tes involved with the Nathan 
Dam Project. In your response, please outline any f irm deadlines for the execution 
of contracts that SunWater has provided to the indu stry . 

SunWater has indicated that the likely key dates for the Project are:  

• Mid 2013 - possible interim water supply from SunWater using water from coal 
seam gas (CSG) producers while Nathan Dam is being constructed; 

• 2015/2016 - construction of Nathan Dam likely to commence; and 

• 2018 - water supply from Nathan Dam commences.  

SunWater has not provided the Applicants with firm dates for execution of contracts, 
although the Applicants understand that SunWater is likely to want to enter into contracts 
starting in 2013:  

• SunWater has indicated that it can make available almost immediately a draft 
water supply contract for any customers seeking interim supply of water sourced 
from CSG producers; 

• foundation customer agreements will provide for customers to fund SunWater’s 
pre-construction activities, potentially in return for customers being allocated 
certain rights (e.g. capacity); and  

• foundation customers will then be offered a customer contract, which will need to 
be executed prior to construction of Nathan Dam commencing.  

2 The Applicants submitted that ‘they wish to engage with SunWater in relation to 
the commercial structure of the Project as early as  possible’. Please explain what 
this means. In your response, please identify the s pecific issues the Applicants 
seek to collectively negotiate with SunWater in reg ards to the commercial structure 
of the project under any interim authorisation.  

 

[Confidential information removed.] 

3 Please provide further information about how the co llective bargaining process is 
proposed to be conducted in practice, including the  composition of the group that 
will be engaged in negotiations with SunWater.  

The Applicants have not formed a concluded view as to the process to be followed. 

However, it is likely that the process will be similar to that adopted in recent projects such 
as Abbot Point and Wiggins Island in which a number of the Applicants have been 
involved. 

The group to be involved in negotiations with SunWater will be the Applicants and any 
other potential customers of the Project who wish to join the group.  
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The group may have face-to-face negotiations with SunWater as a group (with each 
customer having a representative) or may appoint a smaller group of 
representatives/professional advisers to perform this role. 

During the collective bargaining process, the Applicants will comply with information 
protocols to ensure that there is no sharing of competitively sensitive information such as 
coal production figures or export prices.    

 


