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Mr David Hatfield 
Director 
Adjudication Branch 
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 
GPO Box 3131 
Canberra ACT 2601 
 
23 January 2011 
 
Dear Mr Hatfield, 
 
RE: Viscopy Limited and Copyright Agency Limited application for authorisation A91285/86 
– Interested party consultation 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the application by Viscopy Limited (Viscopy), and 
Copyright Agency Limited (CAL), for authorisation to enter a Service Agreement under which CAL 
will provide services to Viscopy including management and the administration of day-to-day 
operations. 
 
About the Australian Copyright Council 
 
The Australian Copyright Council (the Council) is an independent, non-profit organisation that 
(amongst other things): 
 

- provides information about copyright to the public 
- provides free legal advice to professional artists and creators, educational institutions and 

libraries 
- represents the interests of creators and other copyright owners in policy submissions 
- conducts research on copyright related issues 

 
The majority of the Councilʼs revenue comes from seminars, sale of publications and member fees. 
The Council also receives substantial funding from the Australia Council for the Arts, the Australian 
Governmentʼs primary arts funding and advisory body.  
 
The Councilʼs Relationship to Viscopy and CAL 
 
There are presently 24 industry organisations that are members of the Council.  This includes 
Viscopy and CAL.  
 
Membership of the Council entitles an organisation to elect a representative to attend and vote at 
the Councilʼs Annual General Meeting (and other meetings), and be nominated for election to the 
board.  
 
The Council also provides information to members, coordinates the responses of members on 
certain copyright issues, and at times, assists members with submissions.  
 
While the Council seeks to consider the views of all its members when formulating policy positions, 
the Council does not, and cannot represent the views of every member organisation on every issue 
for which it makes a submission.  
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The Councilʼs Position in Relation to the Proposed Service Agreement Between Viscopy and CAL 
 
The Council is supportive of the proposed Service Agreement. 
 
Copyright collecting societies provide a simple low-cost mechanism for the licensing of copyright 
material.  In doing so, they facilitate public access to copyright material while ensuring copyright 
owners receive equitable remuneration for the use of their material. This fulfils important public 
policy interests in striking a balance between the need to provide access to culturally beneficial 
material, and the need to protect the rights of creators and copyright owners.  
 
The efficient business models achieved through the collective administration of copyright are 
important in facilitating access to legitimate copyright material. These business models are 
becoming increasingly crucial in the digital age.  The Council considers the proposed Service 
Agreement between Viscopy and CAL as having the potential to further innovation in this area. 
 
The Council believes that the proposed Service Agreement will enable the respective organisations 
to execute their roles in a more effective manner, through the sharing of know-how and resources. 
This is likely to result in benefits for copyright owners and users alike through enhanced access to 
repertoire and reduced costs. 
 
Should you require any further information or comment from the Council, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. Thank you, once again, for the opportunity to comment. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

 
Peter Banki 
Chairman 


