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Dear Ms Macrae and Ms Hartcher-O'Brien, 

 

Proposed Group Measurement Criteria 

 

Thank you for providing me with the opportunity to comment on a potential alternative to 

measuring the PHCBG’s membership. 

 

Having a cap of 75 hospitals nationally, with a total of fifty hospitals between zero and 200 

beds and 25 hospitals with up to twenty beds, including the state and territory limitations of 

ten hospitals with 0 to 200 beds and an additional ten with zero to 20 beds would be more 

preferable then the original ten hospital per state or territory cap. 

 

Enabling the PHCBG to include smaller stand-alone private hospital fits within the mandate 

of the group, that is – to assist small independent private hospitals with securing more 

competitive contracts. A cap of ten small hospitals per state or territory allows this vision to 

be realised. 
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The PHCBG does note that if the ACCC were to accept the PHCBG’s recent request for 

membership measurement (see submission dated 27/7/12), then we would be able to 

report on membership statistics to ensure total transparency. 

 

Every hospital in Australia must be licensed by their state Government. Licensing enables a 

hospital to operate with a specific number of beds and occurs on an annual basis. The 

PHCBG would draw on the bed count figures approved in a hospital’s license and submit 

these annually to the ACCC. 

 

This annual report would also advise the ACCC of changes to the configuration of state and 

territory memberships. That is, whether a bed-count cap or ten-hospital cap will apply. 

Ideally, reports would be submitted to the ACCC on the 1st day of May every year. 

 

If you require more information, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you for your 

time. 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

 

 

Sarah Robinson 

 

 
 


