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By email 

Dear Sir / Madam 

Queensland Rugby Football League Limited - notification N95172 
- interested party consultation 

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (the ACCC) received an 
exclusive dealing notification from Queensland Rugby Football League Limited (QRL) 
in 2010 regarding their licensing program for playing attire and equipment displaying 
the QRL logo. 

Under the notification, QRL will supply services (namely the right to participate in 
rugby league football matches and competition conducted in Queensland under the 
jurisdiction of the QRL) to affiliated local leagues and clubs and their registered players 
on condition that those teams and players compete in uniforms and use equipment 
displaying the QRL logo. 

QRL has recently sought expressions of interest from companies wishing to obtain a 

licence to supply QRL attire and equipment. QRL advised the ACCC that for the next 

three seasons it will have six licensees: Canterbury International (Australia) Pty Ltd; 

Classic Sportswear; Fourex Clothing Pty Ltd; KooGa Sports; Struddies Sports; and 

Triple Play Pty Ltd. Each of the six licensees will be required to provide Minimum 

Guarantee of $25 000 (plus GST) per annum. 


Sports licensing programs 

The ACCC recognises that licensing programs have the potential to deliver benefits to 

sporting clubs and participants where they result in lower prices for sporting apparel and 

equipment by enabling sporting associations to use their bargaining power to negotiate lower 

prices than clubs may be able to negotiate individually. Licensing programs may also enable 

licensees to realise economies of scale that would not otherwise be available. Licensing 

programs can also reduce transaction costs and time spent searching for appropriate apparel 

and equipment by clubs and/or can provide greater assurance of requisite standards and 

quality than would otherwise be the case. 
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Sporting clubs, participants and the wider community may receive indirect benefits if the 
revenue raised from a licensing arrangement is used to promote and develop sport, potentially 
increasing participation and promoting community fitness and recreation more generally. 

However, there is the potential for some of the benefits oflicensing programs to be directly 
offset by the costs incurred by sporting clubs and participants if reduced competi tion and 
higher costs are reflected in higher prices for apparel/equipment than would otherwise be the 
case. The costs of administering licensing programs can mean that the return to clubs and 
participants is less than the revenue raised by the licensing program. 

Request for submissions 

In light of recent developments, the ACCC is undertaking a review of QRL' s 
arrangements. The ACCC considers you may be interested in this matter and invites 
you to comment on the notification. Attached is a summary of the notification process 
and a description of how to make a submission to the ACCC. 

A copy of QRL' s notification and supporting submission is attached. Other correspondence 
relating to this notification is located at the following address: 
http: //v'v'Vvw.accc. gov .au/contentiindex.phtml/itemldJ9 5 65 51 /fromI temld177 6499. 

The ACCC invites you to make a submission on the likely public benefits and effect on 
competition, or any other public detriment, from the conduct. In particular, the ACCC is 
interested in conunents on the following: 

1. 	 Has the QRL licence program improved the quality of playing attire and equipment? 
Please provide any quality comparisons with non-licensed products. 

2. 	 Has the QRL licence program made it easier for rugby league clubs to obtain supplies of 
playing attire and equipment? 

3. 	 Has the QRL licence program had any effect on the prices of rugby league playing attire 
and equipment? Please provide any pricing comparisons with similar non-licensed 
products (e.g. products available online and via imports). 

4. 	 QRL submits that its licensing program provides an effective and efficient arrangement 
for clubs and retailers. 

5. 	 Has the licensing program enabled suppliers to benefit from economies of scale that 
would not otherwise be achievable? 

6. 	 Please provide any other conunents you consider relevant to this matter. 

If you intend to provide a submission in relation to QRL's notification, it would be 
appreciated if you could do so by 12 October 2011. Alternatively, if you would like to 
provide comments orally, please contact David Hatfield on (02) 6243 1266. 

Submissions, including oral submissions, will be placed on the ACCC's public register 
subject to any request for exclusion (guidelines are attached). 
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You can also forward this letter to any other party who may wish to make a submission to the 
ACCC regarding the notification. 

This letter will be placed on the ACCC's public register. If you wish to discuss any aspect of 
this matter, please do not hesitate to contact David Hatfield on (02) 6243 1266. 

Yours sincerely 

Dr Richard Chadwick 
General Manager 
Adjudication Branch 
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Notification N95172 - Queensland Rugby Football League Limited - Initial 
consultation - Interested party list - 21 September 2011 

1. 	 Adidas 

2. 	 Alanic Group 

3. 	 Attack Sports 

4. 	 Beachmere JRLFC 

5. 	 Beaudesert & District JRLFC Inc. 

6. 	 Beerwah & District JRLFC 

7. 	 Bernie Rippoll, MP 

8. 	 Canterbury International 
(Australia) Pty Ltd 

9. 	 Canungra JRLFC 

10. Classic Sportswear P/L 

11. Coolum Beach JRLFC Inc. 

12. Covo 

13. Department of Conununities Sports 
and Recreation 

14. Eurodirect I Veto Sports (GSM 
International) 

15. Fassifern JRLFC Inc. 

16. Fourex Clothing P/L (North & 
South Queensland) 

17. Gorilla 

18. Gray Nicolls Sports P/L 

19. Greenbank RLFC Inc. 

20. Hinterland Storm Rugby League 
Football Club Inc 

21. Innisfail District Junior Rugby 
League Inc. 

22. KooGa Sports 

23. Living Edge Designs & Apparel 

24. Local Government Association of 
Queensland 

25. Mackay & District Rugby League 
Inc. 

26. Mitre 

27. Mustangs Brothers RLFC Inc. 

28. Nike 

29. NSB SPORTS 

30. ONLY SPORT 

31. Panthers Rugby League Football 
Club Inc Parkwood Brothers 
Sharks JRLC Inc. 

32. Pine Central Holy Spirit RLFC Inc. 

33. Queensland Consumers' 
Association 

34. Redbank Plains JRL Inc. 

35. Redlands District Rugby League 
Club Inc. 

36. Slacks Creek RLFC Inc 

37. Southern Suburbs RLF Club 

38. Souths Sunnybank RLFC Inc. 

39. SSI 

40. Statewide Sports Pty Ltd 

41. Struddys Sports 

42. Sunshine Coast/Gympie Rugby 
League Ltd. 

43. Tamborine Mountain Junior 
Bushrats League Club Inc 

44. The Redcliffe District RLFC Inc 

45. Townsville District Rugby Football 
League Ltd. 

46. Triple Play P/L 

47. Waterford RLFC Inc 

48. Wests Inala FC Inc 


