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6 July 2011 

Mr Bill Thorburn 
Chief Executive 
Tatts Group 
Locked Bag 888 
St.Kilda Rd Central, VIC 8008 

Dear Mr Thorburn 

Collective Bargaining Notification lodged by the Newsagents Association of 

New South Wales and the Australian Capital Territory 


- clarification of notified arrangment 


I refer to the conversation between Susan Philp of the Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission (the ACCC) and Rosann De Campo of Tatts Group concerning the collective 
bargaining notification lodged by the Newsagents Association of New South Wales and the 
Australian Capital Territory (NANA). 

Ms De Campo has requested that the ACCC clarify the arrangements which have been 
notified by NANA. 

Under the arrangement notified to the ACCC on 22 June 2011 , NANA has sought immunity 
to collectively bargain on behalf of its members with NSW Lotteries. Under the notification 
NANA has identified a number of matters in respect of which it proposes to represent 
members in discussions with NSW Lotteries. These matters include commission fees; 
handling fees ; and agency application fees. 

On 5 July 2011 NANA advised the ACCC that they were not seeking to notify collective 
boycott activity. 

It is the ACCC's view that collective boycotts can have significant anti-competitive effects. 
In collective negotiation, the right to impose a collective boycott could enable a c'ollective 
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bargaining group to inflict significant commercial damage on those that it negotiates with. 
The ACCC expects that strong justification would be provided to support an application for 
immunity for proposed collective boycott activity. The ACCC also expects that the terms of 
any proposed collective boycott activity would be clearly set out by parties seeking to notify 
such arrangements. 

Having reviewed the notification lodged by NANA, including both the lodgement form and 
supporting submission, and the subsequent submission by Mr Hank Spier on behalf of NANA 
(enclosed), it is the ACCC's view that collective boycott activity has not be notified. 
Accordingly if such conduct were to occur it would not be exempt from the competition 
provisions of the Competition and Consumer Act 2010. 

A copy of this letter has been placed on the ACCC's public register. If you wish to discuss 
any aspect of this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Susan Philp on 02 6243 1347. 

Yours sincerely 

Dr Richard Chadwick 
General Manager 
Adjudication Branch 


