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Dear Dr. Chadwick

I am writing to follow-up the granting of authorisation numbers A9t144,491145 and

A9IL78 to the GAMSAT Consortium of Medical Schools (Consortium), At the time of
authorisation the Consortium undertook to advise the ACCC of progress with the on-line

national system for selection into Australian graduate entry medical schools. This system

is entitled GEMSAS (Graduate Entry Medical School Admissions System) and does not

affect the substance of either of the policies authorised by the ACCC. A summary report is

attached. The system is in full operation for the first time this year. Extensive testing has

provided the Consortium with a high level of confidence in the outputs of the system. As

outlined in past correspondence, students are now able to select up to six preferences

[previously three).

One further matter that needs to be brought to the attention of the ACCC is that the

University of Sydney has unilaterally decided to withdraw from the Consortium. The

University of Sydney notified the Consortium on 14m December 2010 that it had decided

to interview "pass-on" applicants that had already been interviewed by a higher

preferenced medical school and subsequently provided formal notice of its withdrawal

from the Consortium, effective from 14t¡ February ?}LLAs a consequence, the

University of Sydney is conducting a separate application and admission process to the

GEMSAS process. The possible withdrawal of participants from the Consortium was

contemplated by the ACCC's authorisation determination [paragraph 4.49) and the

Consortium is notiffing the ACCC of the University of Sydney's withdrawal as a courtesy.

The Consortium would be pleased to provide any additional information that would

assist the ACCC in relation to either of these matters. Please contact Kylie Gould - Senior

Lawyer, Legal Services, The University of Melbourne, email: k.gould@unimelb'edu'au or

telephone 03 8344 2082.

Yours sincerely

GAMSAT Consortium Board of Management
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STATUS REPORT

In October 2008, the Graduate Australian Medical Schools Admissions Test IGAMSATJ
Consortium of Australian graduate entry medical schools agreed to pilot an on-line system

for selection of medical students. A June 2009 application to the ACCC for authorisation of
selection policies under section BB(1) of the Trade Practices Act included details of the
anticipated benefits of the proposed on-line system, The ACCC requested an update from
GAMSAT when it granted the authorisation.

A pilot study of the on-line system in 2010 was very informative but not conclusive. The

GAMSAT Board resolved at its meeting in October 2010 that the on-line process will be

implemented for the2017/2012 admission round. Since then considerable effort has gone

into establishing an effective and robust systemIGEMSAS, Graduate Australian Medical

Schools Admission System), including coding of detailed selection rules provided by
medical schools. This system will provide an increased number of preferences and a

reliable automated system for calculation of grade point average [GPA) scores to feed into
the medical schools' admission algorithms. The system will also incorporate selection

interview scores into the algorithms.

GPA scores will be calculated by incorporation of undergraduate degree academic results
from the Automated Results Transfer System (ARTS). ARTS is used by the majority of
Australian tertiary institutions and is used by all of the members of the Consortium.

Applicants will apply to GEMSAS, listing up to six medical schools in order of preference.

They will be allocated to the highest possible preference for interview. Interview scores will
then be entered into GEMSAS and applicants will receive an offer of a place at the highest
possible preference. Applicants' eligibility and ranking at each preferenced medical school

will be assessed by GEMSAS according to each school's selection rules and ranking
algorithm.

The 2011 schedule for the processing of applications and and allocation of eligible
applicants to their highest preferred medical school is described below:

May - June

June 8

June 20 and2L

July

July

Applications made through the Australian Council for Educational

Research (ACER). ACER to forward electronic files to GEMSAS.

Supporting documents for claims for rural residency bonuses

assessed. (Rural background is a key government reporting

requirement and a component of most selection algorithms)

Closing date for applications

Training (2 days) for GEMSAS users in Brisbane

Resufts collected from ARTS universities and/or directly from

applicants

GPA calculations added to applicant data.
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August

August 24

Scheduled simulation rounds for allocation to interviews

Final allocation to interviews

University of Queensland (UQ) offers. (Ue does not intervíew.)

August 24 to 3L lnterview offers issued to applicants

September /October Interviews conducted, interview scores standardised and then
entered into GEMSAS

November Quotas and other input tasks performed by schools. Scheduled

simulation rounds for offers of places

November 9 Offers of places (including provisional offers for applicants
completing final year of undergraduate study) - final allocation

November 9 - 15 Schools advíse successful applicants. GEMSAS project officers
advise unsuccessful applicants

December / January 2012 Final semester results gathered through ARTS or transcripts for
applicants who have received provisional offers.

Final GPAs calculated. Conditional offers confirmed or withdrawn.

Further offers to fill vacancies

january/February 2012 Enrolment

A website has been developed to provide information regarding the new system and has
been accessed by a large number of applicants [www.gemsas.edu.aÐ.
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