
1.\FARMERS 
May 23,2011 

Dr. Richard Chadwick 
General Manager, Adjudication Branch 
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 
GPO Box 3131 
Canberra ACT 2601 

Dear Richard, 

The Western Australian Farmers Federation (Inc.) (WAFarmers) thanks you for your letter of 
April 28, 2011 inviting our comment, as part of the interested party consultation, to the 
'Application for minor variation to the Agstewardship Australia Ltd Authorisation A911 05. 

As background, WAFarmers is the State's largest and most influential rural lobby and service 
organisation. WAFarmers represents approximately 4,000 Western Australian farmers from a 
range of primary industries including grain growers, meat and wool producers, horticulturalists, 
dairy farmers, commercial egg producers, pastoralists and beekeepers. 

Collectively our members are major contributors to the $5.5 billion gross value of production that 
agriculture in its various forms contributes annually to Western Australia's economy and through 
differing forms of land tenure, our members own, control and capably manage many millions of 
hectares of the State's land mass. 

WAFarmers understands that the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (the 
ACCC) is considering both an interim and a longer term application by Agstewardship Australia 
Ltd. 

In this submission, WAFarmers will not comment on the interim application, given the period of 
time for that submission has closed, but rather considers the longer term issue of removing the 
term 'rigid' from the definition of 'containers' in the Memorandum of Understanding established 
under Authorisation A911 05. In this, we note the reference to a 'NuFarm container'. 

WAFarmers is unable to support the application as, at this stage, we have not been provided 
with any assessment of the potential impact of the decision, in terms of the number of 'NuFarm 
containers' likely to be captured through the amendment, nor the associated cost to Western 
Australia's farmers, as end users of the product. Without this information, we are unable to 
make a meaningful assessment of the application. WAFarmers believes that his information 

Telephone: 08 9486 2100 Facsimile: 0893613544 Email: wafarmers@wafarmers.org.au 

Ground Floor, 28 Thorogood SI, Burswood, Western Australia 6100 PO Box 6291, East Perth, Western Australia 6892 




should have been provided through the application process, and as such we reserve the right to 
comment further, should that information become available. 

WAFarmers thanks you for your consideration of this submission, and also for granting a one
day extension to allow us additional time to consult with key staff. Should you wish to further 
discuss the issues raised in this submission, please do not hesitate to contact myself of 
WAFarmers Director of Policy, Alan Hill on 94862100. 

Yours sincerely 

Mike Norton 
President 
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