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Sharon Owens, Manager Product Stewardship, Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) made 
the following verbal submission in relation to the AgStewardship Australia Limited (AgStewardship) 
application for minor variation of authorisation A91105: 

OEH supports the application for minor variation, but wishes to raise issues that it would like to see 
explored in the application. OEH notes that the NuFarm container consists of a plastic bag within a 
cardboard outer layer and that cardboard is not currently accepted through the AgStewardship 
programs (the programs). OEH is concerned that the cardboard outer layer may become 
contaminated by chemicals, which could lead to downstream contamination of cardboard recycling 
programs or other potential environmental harm. 

OEH submits that the AgStewardship programs should provide for the takeback of the cardboard 
outer layer also, unless it can be shown that there is no risk of chemical contamination to 
downstream recycling programs or other environmental harm from leaving it on farm. OEH notes 
the objectives of the AgStewardship scheme to divert chemicals from landfill and reduce chemical 
stockpiling, and is concerned that contaminated cardboard could be discarded to landfill or 
stockpiled on farms. 

Further, OEH notes that as AGStewardship currently proposes to only dispose of the inner plastic 
liner through the programs, the NuFarm container will need to be dismantled on the farm, which 
raises safety and environmental concerns. 

As a result of these concerns, OEH submits that the trial of the NuFarm container should include 
the disposal of the cardboard outer layer, with the agvet chemical industry taking responsibility for 
the whole chemical container. This may require additional variation to the definition of containers 
accepted through the programs, as it still refers to plastiC and metal containers, not cardboard. 

OEH submits that the above issues arise both with regards to the request for interim authorisation 
and the substantive application for minor variation. Despite these concerns, OEH supports the 
application for minor variation and the programs. 
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