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NOTIFICATION OF EXCLUSIVE DEALING 

To the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission: 

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with subsection 93 (1) of the Competition and 
Consumer Act 2010, of particulars of conduct or of proposed conduct of a kind 
referred to subsections 47 (2), (3), (4), (5), (6), (7), (8) or (9) of that Act in which the 
person giving notice engages or proposes to engage. 

PLEASE FOLLOW DIRECTIONS ON BACK OF THIS FORM 

1. 	 Applicant 

(a) 	 Name of person giving notice: 
(Refer to direction 2) 

OIigin Energy Electricity Ltd (ABN 33 071 052287) 

(b) 	 Short description of business carried on by that person: 
(Refer to direction 3) 

Origin Energy sells and arranges the installation of solar panel systems to its 
customers (predominately at residential properties). Customers order solar 
panels from Origin Energy who then passes the orders onto its installers. 
The installers then purchase the solar panels from distributors of those solar 
panels and then install the solar panels at customer premises on Origin 
Energy's behalf. 

(c) 	 Address in Australia for service of documents on that person: 

Level 45 Australia Square 

264-278 George Street 

Sydney NSW 2000 

2. Notified arrangement 

(a) 	 Description of the goods or services in relation to the supply or acquisition 

of which this notice relates: 


The arrangement relates to a range of solar panels and inverters (which 

changes regularly) and the installation of those panels and inverters. 

Current panel models include: Sharp l88w, Sharp 215w, Sharp 220w, 

Suntech 190w and Suntech 220w. Current inverter models include 

Aerosharp XOI-015 and Clenergy SPH 15. 

(b) 	 Description of the conduct or proposed conduct: 

Origin Energy proposes to engage installers to install the solar panels and 

inverters on the condition that those installers purchase those products from 
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a distributor (or possibly in future a manufacturer) as directed by Origin 

Energy. Origin Energy wj}\ negotiate the price at which those 

distributors/manufacturers will sell the products to the installers. The 

installers will therefore purchase the products at the price negotiated 

between Origin Energy and the relevant distributor/manufacturer. Once 

Origin Energy has negotiated the price, it then allocates the number of 

panels that each installer can purchase from the distributors/manufacturers. 

The reason for the allocation is so that each installer has a fair quantity of 

panels available especially when there is a shortage of supply of panels in 

the market. Odgin Energy has the overall perspective of available stock and 

allocating supply prevents an individual installer from over buying and 

therefore preventing other installers from purchasing sufficient stock. At 

the date of this notification the arrangement has not been set out in writing. 

(Refer to direction 4) 

3. 	 Persons, or classes of persons, affected or likely to be affected by the 
notified conduct 

(a) 	 Class or classes of persons to which the conduct relates: 
(Refer to direction 5) 

The class of persons to which the conduct relates are installers of solar 

panels and inverters currently engaged or to be engaged in the future by 

Origin Energy to install solar panel systems for Origin Energy's customers. 

Origin Energy's customers are also likely to be indirectly impacted. 

(b)Number of those persons: 

(i) At present time: 

6 

(ii) Estimated within the next year: 
(Refer to direction 6) 

8 

(c) 	 Where number of persons stated in item 3 (b) 0) is less than 50, their names 
and addresses: 

ME Projects (ABN 701435802321) P.O Box 1584 Oxenford QLD 4210 

O'Donnell Griffin (ABN 78 003 905 093) Level I, 10/270 Ferntree Gully 

Rd, Notting Hill VIC 3168 

PSG/Elecraft (ABN 93 117 545 310) 9179 Chetwynd St. North Melbourne 

VIC 3051 

AMRS (ABN 46 072 369 870) Level 1,355 Spencer 81. West Melbourne 

VIC 3003 
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Downer EDI (ABN 97 003 872 848) Triniti Business Campus 39 Delhi Rd, 

N0l1h Ryde NSW 2113 

Ecoenergy Solutions (Australia) Pty Ltd (ABN 54 063 611 727) 11 Twin 

Rivers Lane Grove Tasmania 7109 

4. Public benefit claims 

(a) Arguments in support of notification: 
(Refer to direction 7) 

The public benefi t of this conduct is a benefit to customers who buy solar 

systems from Origin Energy. This benefit is reduced overall cost of those 

systems (most likely in the form of a reduction in future price increases as a 

result of the withdrawal of government support for the purchase of the 

systems). Origin Energy believes that if it aggregates its customer demand 

for solar panels and inverters, the price obtained by Origin Energy from 

distributors/manufactures should be better than that which any individual 

installer can obtain. 

(b) Facts and evidence relied upon in support of these claims: 

Origin Energy expects that by buying in larger quantities the average price 

charged by distributors/manufacturers to Origin Energy for the panels for a 

1.5kw solar system would decrease. 

5. Market definition 

Provide a description of the market(s) in which the goods or services 
described at 2 (a) are supplied or acquired and other affected markets 
including: significant suppliers and acquirers; substitutes available for the 
relevant goods or services; any restriction on the supply or acquisition of 
the relevant goods or services (for example geographic or legal restrictions): 
(Re(er to direction 8) 

The market in which solar panels and inverters are supplied and installed is 

the wholesale and retail market for the supply and installation of small 

generation units within Australia. 

Origin Energy typically sells solar systems to customers within 100km of 

the capital city GPO or an installer location in each ofNSW, Victoria, 

South Australia and Queensland and within particular zones which relate to 

whether the systems are eligible for renewable energy certificates. Systems 

can be installed on most properties except for those which have roofing 

constructed from slate or asbestos or have a roof pitch of over 45 degrees. 

(for example, which have a pitched roof). The solar systems are 

predominantly purchased by residential customers. The key suppliers of 

these solar panels and inverters are: for panels - Sharp Corporation of 

Australia Pty Ltd (ABN 40 003 039405); Marubeni (ABN 53 000 329 
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699); and M & H Power (ABN 96 051 792833); and for inverters ~ 

Marubeni (ABN 53 000 329699); Sharp Corporation of Australia Pty Ltd 

(ABN 40 003 039405); and Clenergy Australia (ABN 73 108 633 227). A 

number of substitutes are available suppliers and installers used by Origin 

Energy can also supply tolinstall for other solar system retailers such as The 

Solar Shop (ABN 33 954 930 978); True Value Solar (ABN ]] 143 232 

482): Clear Solar (ABN 74 137465 635): and Energy Matters (ABN 45 118 

108044). 

6. 	 Public detriments 

(a) 	 Detriments to the public resulting or likely to result from the notification, in 
particular the likely effect of the notified conduct on the prices of the goods 
or services described at 2 (a) above and the prices of goods or services in 
other affected markets: 
(Refer to direction 9) 

Origin Energy does not believe the proposed conduct will result in any 

detriments to the public. 

(b) 	 Facts and evidence relevant to these detriments: 

As per section 4) Origin Energy believes the only impact on the public 

resulting from this arrangement will be the reduction in overall cost of these 

solar systems to Origin Energy's customers. Because of this there is no 

public detriment. Further, there is strong price competition in the retail 

market for small generation units for residential customers. In addition, 

there are a number of competitors in both the retail and wholesale markets 

for the supply and installation of small generation units ~ installers can 

install units for various retailers and customers can buy units from a range 

of retailers. 

7. 	 Further information 

(a) 	 Name, postal address and contact telephone details of the person authorised 
to provide additional information in relation to this notification: 

Katie Mee 

Service And Operational Development Manager 

Origin Energy 

+ 61 3 (0) 459 819 326 

Dated ........ %{4.{~.L..... .. ... 

Signed by/on behalf of the applicant 
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//~, L."............~G......................................, 

(Signature) 

............~l.U:;;': ... f.1~~..................................... 

(Full Name) 

..........P.~~6.~N......rr;r::J.~.1.............................. 

(Organisation) 

tJ Vt 1'1... ,~p.~I-!:tn9.~ :(::" ..f!!.A 0!..~.'0?".~ ........... .. 

(Position in Organisation) 
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DIRECTIONS 


1. 	 In lodging this f0n11. applicants must include all information. including supporting 
evidence that they wish the Commission to take into account in assessing their 
notification. 

Where there is insufficient space on this foml to furnish the required infol111atl0n, 
the information is to be shown on separate sheets, numbered consecutively and 
signed by or on behalf of the applicant. 

2. 	 If the notice is given by or on behalf of a corporation, the name of the corporation 
is to be inserted in item 1 (a), not the name of the person signing the notice, and 
the notice is to be signed by a person authorised by the corporation to do so. 

3. 	 Describe that part of the business of the person giving the notice in the course of 
the which the conduct is engaged in. 

4. 	 If particulars of a condition or of a reason of the type referred to in section 47 of 
the Competition and Consumer Act 2010 have been reduced in whole or in part to 
writing, a copy of the writing is to be provided with the notice. 

5. 	 Describe the business or consumers likely to be affected by the conduct. 

6. 	 State an estimate of the highest number of persons with whom the entity giving 
the notice is likely to deal in the course of engaging in the conduct at any time 
during the next year. 

7. 	 Provide details of those public benefits claimed to result or to be likely to result 
from the proposed conduct including quantification of those benefits where 
possible. 

8. 	 Provide details of the market(s) likeJy to be affected by the notified conduct, in 
particular having regard to goods or services that may be substitutes for the good 
or service that is the subject matter of the notification. 

9. 	 Provide details of the detriments to the public which may result from the proposed 
conduct including quantification of those detriments where possible. 
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