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David Hatfield
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Dear Mr Hatfield

Thank you for your letter of 6 January 20ll providing us an opportuntty to commenf
on the application by the Australian Paint Manufacturers Federation (APMF) for
authorisation of a trial waste paint collection scheme in Victoria. I understand that the
trial will be funded by participating suppliers, who will contribute two cents for each

litre of Architectural and Decorative paints they sell in Australia.

As you may be aware, this department is currently developing legislation for a
national product stewardship framework under the National Waste Policy: Less

Waste, More Resources. One of the roles of that framework will be to address certain
market failures which might currently deter the private sector from engaging in
voluntary product stewardship activities like the one proposed by the APMF.

The application you are considering is broadly consistent with the objectives of the
Nationql Waste Policy in that certain participants in the supply chain for those paints
wish to fund a mechanism for dealing safely with unwanted paint.

The 2010 National Waste Report noted that waste paint poses an environmental
hazard if disposed of inappropriately, such as in drains or landfill. As such, efforts to
colleet and properly dispose of waste paints are likely to reduce inappropriate
disposal, generating an environr.nental benefit for the Australian community.

I would ask to be informed of progress of the application at the draft and final
determination stages. For such future correspondence, please email me at
Kelly. Pearce@environment. gov. au.

Assistant Secretary
Waste Policy Branch
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