
Australian Government

I)epartment of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry

DrRichard Chadwick
General Manager
Adjudication Branch
Australian Comp etition and Consumer Commission
GPO Box 3131
CANBERRA ACT 2601

Dear Dr Chadwick

Thank you for your letter of 28 April 2011 to Dr Conall O'Connell, Secretary of the Department of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, about an application to vary AgStewardship Australia Limited
(AgStewardship) Authorisation 491105. Dr O'Connell has asked me to respond on his behalf.

The department's submission relates to both the interim and substantive authorisations requested by
AgStewardship.

The department agrees with the interim authorisation to enable AgStewardship to begin a pilot program and
promotional activities relating to the proposed inclusion of the new Nufarm Limited container in its Industry
Waste Reduction Scheme. I understand that the pilot program will take place in Tasmania and will allow
AgStewardship to assess the feasibility of collecting the light density plastic bags that are part of the new
containers, including the use of separate bins to limit damage by the sun and the wind to the collection
process.

The department also agrees with the substantive authorisation to remove the term 'rigid' from the definition
of containers in the memorandum of understanding to the scheme. The change in the definition of containers
will help to encourage innovation in agricultural and veterinary chemical containers and reduce the cost of
these chemicals to consumers. I understand that it is easier and safer to decant liquid from these new
containets, they are safe to rinse out, and the outer cardboard box can be disposed of safely in standard
cardboard recycling facilities.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these authorisations.

Yours sincerely

Greg Williamson
General Manager
Ag Vet Chemicals and Farm Leadership Branch
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