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10 May 2011

Dr Richard Chadwick
General Manager - Adjudication Branch
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission
GPO BOX 3131
CANBERRA ACT 2601

Dear Dr Chadwick

Re: Application for minor variation - AgStewardship Australia Limited Authorisation 491105
Your reference 45739

Thank you for your letter of 28 April 2011 concerning the application made by AgStewardship Australia
Limited. Croplife Australia wishes its comments to be considered by the ACCC for both the interim
authorisation application and the minor variation to Authorisation 491 105

CropLife Australia (CropLife) is the peak industry organisation representing the agricultural chemical and

biotechnology (plant science) sector in Australia. CropLife represents the innovators, developers,
manufacturers, formulators and registrants of crop protection and agro-biotechnology products. The plant

science industry provides products to protect crops against pests, weeds and diseases, as well as

developing crop biotechnologies that are key to the nation's agricultural productivity, sustainability and

food security. The plant science industry is worth more than $1.5 billion a year to the Australian economy
and directly employs thousands of people across the country.

Croplife member companies spend more than $13 million a year on stewardship activities to ensure the
safe use of their products on the environment and human health. CropLife ensures the responsible use of
these products through its industry code of conduct and has set a benchmark for industry stewardship
througi'r programs such as ¿rumUUSfeR and ChemClear@. Croplife's subsidiary, Agsafe Limited,

currently manages the programs under a service agreement with AgStewardship Australia on a cost
recovery basis.

Croplife was a founding member to the Industry Waste Reduction Scheme and has strongly supported
initiatives to improve the design of packaging that reduce the environmental impacts of agricultural and

veterinary containers. Croplife strongly supports the application made by AgStewardship Australia to the
definition change for the "containers" and supports the need for a pilot study of the new packaging
proposed by Nufarm Australia Limited.

One of the primary objectives of the Industry Waste Reduction Scheme addressed in the Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) was to promote the research and development of new formulations, packaging,

recycling and material recovery uses. The proposed amendment sought by AgStewardship Australia to
the definition of "containers" can be achieved to further meet this objective through packaging

innovations.
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Further, allowing new container types as outlined by AgStewardship Australia within the remit of the
dTumMUSTER and ChemClear- programs will utilise existing infrastructure that has been put in place to
process current containers, as defined in the lndustry Waste Reduction Scheme. The ACCC would be
aware that funds collected from levies for current eligible containers have in part, been utilised to
establish and maintain this infrastructure, which is an important and significant element of the programs'
success in reducing packaging going to landfill. The proposal from AgStewardship Australia allows for a
more efficient utilisation of the capital that has been invested on compounds and cages for containers to
accommodate new lines of packaging.

It is prudent for the proposal that the new container be market tested prior to the containers being widely
marketed in the Australia agriculture sector.

It is also desirable that the definition of containers be amended so that longer term, new innovations in
packaging are encouraged and are efficiently dealt with through the recycling program offered through
drumMUSTER. The environmentaleffects of packaging can thus be reduced.

Should the Commission require any clarification regarding these comments, please do not hesitate to
Secretary, Mr Bernard Meadley on 02 6230 6399.


