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10th November 201 0 

The General Manager 
Adjudication Branch 
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 
GPO Box 3131 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 

Re: Refrigerant Reclaim Australia Authorisation application A91256 

To whom it may concern, 

Technochem Australia Pty Ltd (Technochem) believes that the involvement of the 
ACCC in the Authorisation process for the RRA Board's discussions and agreements in 
the setting of levies and rebates payable to the contractor and wholesaler should 
continue as this not only protects the RRA board members but wil l  also ensure that 
decisions or agreements relating to the changing of current levies and rebates are 
independently reviewed ensuring the view and voice of all relevant stakeholders has 
been adequately considered. 

Technochem does not agree with the comment in  section 6. (a)(iii); reclaim recovered 
refrigerant i s  effectively the creation of a new refrigerant. Reclamation of used 
refrigerant i s  not the creation of a new refrigerant but the distillation and purification 
of such refrigerant back to i t s  original standards. 

We see the decision by RRA to not reclaim recovered refrigerant as potentially being 
anti-competitive in  that it lessons competition for new refrigerant. Technochem would 
welcome the opportunity to purchase used refrigerant from RRA as we are in the 
process of evaluating a facility dedicated to the reclamation of refrigerants. The 
option of purchasing the used refrigerant has not been available therefore restricting 
our ability to  offer an alternative to the market. 

Additionally, offering for purchase the recovered used refrigerant would provide an 
alternative revenue stream to RRA or help to reduce the operational costs for 
destruction, therefore this could negate the need to reduce rebates paid to the 
contractor or wholesaler in  the future, this may even provide an opportunity to 
increase the rebates paid and therefore provide a more attractive package to the 
industry and increase the quantities of used refrigerant being recovered. 
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The reclamation of used refrigerants is  not limited to only HCFC, HFC can also be 
reclamated therefore also reducing the requirement for the manufacture and 
importation of both new HCFC and HFC refrigerants. 

Technochem supports RRA's authorisation application but does ask the ACCC to 
encourage RRA to make available for purchase the used refrigerant returned to provide 
an additional revenue stream and that also the ACCC approves any decisions or 
agreements made that will result in the change of levies and rebates paid 

Regards 

Trevor Nelson 
Director 
Technochem Australia Pty Ltd 
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