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Dear Mr Jones 

Thank you for the invitation to comment on the abovementioned application by 
Refrigerant Reclaim Australia Limited (RRA) to continue to apply a levy to the 
import of fluorocarbons refrigerants and to pay a rebate on its return for destruction. 

The Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities 
administers the Ozone Protection and Synthetic Greenhouse Gas Management Act 
1989 (the Act) and the Act's supporting regulations. 

The department supports RRA's application as it provides a mechanism to manage 
fluorocarbon refrigerants at end of life. These refrigerants would otherwise be 
released to the atmosphere, which would damage the ozone layer and contribute to 
global warming. 

Fluorocarbon refrigerants are particularly harmful to the environment when released 
to the atmosphere. Many deplete the earth's ozone layer and all are potent greenhouse 
gases, with Global Warming Potentials in the range of 120 to 10,600. 

One of Australia's key policy approaches is to minimise emissions of ODs and SGG 
refrigerants to the atmosphere. This is achieved by requiring a minimum skills set -
trade qualifications or equivalent - for all people who handle fluorocarbon 
refrigerants, mandating standards, including for equipment, handling and storage, and 
requiring that waste and unwanted refrigerants be returned for disposal. When the Act 
was amended in 2003, it was estimated that this approach would save up to the 
equivalent of six million tonnes of carbon dioxide by 20 10. 

A viable product stewardship scheme (s) is an important plank of this policy 
approach. RRA's collection program currently accounts for around 6% of the 
refrigerant imported into Australia by volume, with the amount recovered through the 
program increasing each year. The department considers it important that the rate of 
recovery continues to increase. 
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RRA is Australia's only product stewardship scheme for the recovery and destruction

of ODS and SGG refrigerants and therefore plays an importing role in supporting

Australian Govemment policy. While there is potential for other schemes to establish,

all current licensed importers of ODS and SGG refrigerants have chosen to meet their

product stewardship responsibilities under the Act through membership of RRA. The

scheme also assists technicians and refrigerant wholesalers meet legislated

requirements to recover and dispose of waste or unwanted refrigerant, by providing a

mechanism to manage end of life refrigerants and for recovering the cost of disposal.

There is general agreement that the environmental performance of the Australian

refrigeration and air conditioning industry is improving in response to the introduction

of a national regulatory framework. A consequence of this improved performance is

that more refrigerant is being recovered and returned to Rt{A for destruction.

If you require any further information please contact Patrick Mclnerney, Director,

Ozone and Synthetic Gas Team, on (02) 62741035 or
Patrick.mcinerney@environment. gov. au

Yours sinôerely

A/g Assistant Secretary
Environment Protection Branch
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