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The Western Australian Farmers Federation (Inc.) (WAFarmers) appreciates the 
opportunity to comment on the review of the Cooperative Bulk Handling Limited (CBH) 
exclusive dealing notification: N93439, referred to as the "Grain Express notificationn. 

As having the largest, by far, membership base of any rural lobby group in Western 
Australia, WAFarmers is confident that they are truly representative of this State's wheat 
producers, and as such welcomes the opportunity to address the Australian Competition 
and Consumer Commission (ACCC) regarding this notification. 

WAFarmers acknowledges that, as detailed in the ACCC's correspondence dated June 
18, 2010, that the ACCC has reviewed all public submissions to the Productivity 
Commission's Inquiry into Wheat Export Marketing Arrangements. 

To this end, this correspondence is intended as additional information to be read in 
conjunction with the organisation's previous submissions. 

The subsequent information provided within this document is focused on the key factors 
of ACCC's assessment, that being that the ACCC may move to revoke CBH's 
notification if it is satisfied that the conduct has the purpose, effect or likely effect of 
substantially lessening competition and in all the circumstances: 

The conduct has not resulted or is not likely to result in a benefit to the public; or 
Any benefit to the public that has resulted or is likely to result from the conduct 
would not outweigh the detriment to the public constituted by any lessening of 
competition resulting from the conduct. 

The Western Australian grains industry is the State's largest and most valuable 
agricultural sector contributing exports worth more than $4.5 billion to the WA economy 
each year. 

If the WA grains industry wishes to maintain or improve upon its contribution to the 
economy it is vital that the needs of international customers, who purchase 90% of this 
States grain, are met in the most efficient manner possible. 

With the international grains market becoming increasingly competitive as "the Black 
Sea states alone ... look set to raise wheat exports by one half to more than 50 million 
tonnes by the end of the decade," (source Agrimoney.com, 24'h May, 2010), ensuring 
that the needs of international customers is met, has never been more important. 

This literally means getting grain from the paddock to its international destination in the 
quickest, cheapest, safest and most hygienic way. 

In reality, this is the fundamental drive behind the inception of Grain Express, that being 
to have a central and efficient co-ordination of grain as it is moved from the header in 
the paddock to the port from which it is shipped to its final destination. 
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