
Application for authorisation lodged by the Southern Sydney 
Regional Organisation of Councils - A91167 

Interim authorisation decision 

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (the ACCC) has decided to grant 
interim authorisation in respect of the application for authorisation under section 88(1A) of 
the Trade Practices Act 1974 lodged by the Southern Sydney Regional Organisation of 
Councils on 24 July 2009. 

The interim authorisation granted by the ACCC will remain in place until the date the 
ACCC's final determination comes into effect or until the ACCC decides to revoke interim 
authorisation. 

SSROC has sought authorisation, on behalf of a group of member councils, for those councils 
to jointly tender and contract for contractors to provide waste transfer, processing/recovery 
and disposal services to their respective local government areas. 

The application is made on behalf of Ashtield, Botany Bay, Burwood, Canada Bay, City of 
Sydney, Leichardt, Mamickville, Randwick, Waverley and Woollahra Councils (the 
Councils). 

Interim authorisation 

Interim authorisation, pursuant to section 91(2)(d) of the Trade Practices Act 1974 (the Act), 
protects the arrangements for which authorisation is sought from legal action under the 
relevant provisions of the Act while the ACCC considers and evaluates the merits of the 
application. The decision on interim authorisation in no way binds the ACCC in its 
consideration of the merits of the substantive applications. 

Reasons for decision 

The ACCC previously granted interim authorisation to the SSROC on 15 July 2009 for the 
same conduct. The practical effect of this decision is to provide protection for this conduct in 
respect of the new cartel provisions. 

In granting interim authorisation the ACCC considers that the protection provided by interim 
authorisation will allow the Councils to engage in pre-contract tender activities while the 
substantive application for authorisation is assessed. 

The ACCC has also taken into account that no objections have been raised to the application 
for interim authorisation. 



Reconsideration of decision 

The ACCC may review its decision on interim authorisation at any time. The ACCC's 
decision in relation to interim authorisation should not be taken to be indicative of whether or 
not final authorisation will be granted. 
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