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Dear Darrell, 

Application A91 134 

I refer to the Supplementary Submission in relation to A91 134 dated 22 June 2009 by 
QNFINANA ('Applicants"). 

Gordon and Gotch is one of the parties with whom the Applicants make references 
("3 Major Distributors"). 

Gordon and Gotch has concerns regarding the Applicant's Supplementary 
application including that some assertions made are incorrect. 

Following is some detail about the progress of the proposed voluntary Code of 
Conduct and some facts about the dialogue between the participants to date: 

1. The proposed voluntaly Code of Conduct was initially discussed by the 
distributors in mid 2006 as a way of dealing with a number of issues that were 
continuously raised by newsagents over an extended period of years. 

2. Gordon and Gotch met a number of times with the ANF and other distributors 
to discuss a proposed voluntary Code of Conduct between April 2007 and, 
April 2009. The key points that were raised for inclusion in the proposed 
voluntary Code of Conduct were: 

Consecuthe nil sales 
Maximum shelf life 
Reissues 
Full copy returns 
Supply levels 



These issues were jointly identified by the ANF and the distributors as the 
most prevalent source of frustration for the newsagency industry and issues 
that could begin to be addressed through the proposed voluntary Code of 
Conduct. There was no attempt on the part of Gordon and Gotch to keep 
these matters secret. 

The supplementary submission notes W e  at QNFINANA do not oppose the 
idea of a code but fear the lack of transparency and the potential anti 
competitive impact of the Code". 

At no stage has Gordon and Gotch lacked transparency. Indeed Gordon and 
Gotch initiated face to face meetings with two state associations (QNFNANA) 
in March 2009 to discuss the progress of the proposed voluntary Code of 
Conduct along with a number of other business initiatives. 

3. Gordon and Gotch has also followed guidance given by the ANF in regards to 
any anti competitive impact of the proposed voluntary Code of Conduct. 
Gordon and Gotch was advised by the ANF of the ACCC's concerns that the 
process did not include wider industry participants. Gordon and Gotch has 
been waiting for further guidance from the ANF since. 

4. Also mentioned in the Supplementary Submission from the QNFMANA was 
the changes to procedures relating to the return of unsold copies in far north 
~ueensland.  ord don and Gotch h;ad correspondence with the QNF regarding 
its request to change the boundaries in that area. The QNF actually 
announced the change to its members on March 17 2009 in consultation with 
US. 

Gordon and Gotch has at all times been compliant with its duty under the Trade 
Practices Act 1974 and through the ANF has complied with the requests made 
throughout this process by the ACCC. We will continue to act in this manner if the 
proposed voluntary Code of Conduct keeps moving f o m r d  

I request that Gordon and Gotch continues to be provided copies of all material in 
relation to the Applicant's Application. 

If you have any further queries, please feel free to contact me. 

Yours sincerely 

- Magazines 


