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The following represents comments made by the ANF in response to some of the submissions
from interested parties.

New South Wales and ACT Newsagents Association /Queensland Newsagents Federation
(NANA/QNF)

The ANF having considered the comments and allegations made in relation to its authorisation
application and past conduct, makes the following comments in respect of the proposed magazine
related arrangements of the substantive element of its authorisation application A91134:

• The ANF believes that so long as it is the preference of those national
publisher/distributors to centralise decision making processes and issue national
contracts which are substantially uniform, the relative bargaining power of newsagents
and their subsequent capacity to have meaningful input into their contracts will remain
weak in the context of state sized bargaining groups.

• It is the ANF's position that the proposed arrangements do not limit the ability to tailor
collectively negotiated contracts to State, regional or individual circumstances where
appropriate.

• Should newsagents and ANF members not agree with the ANF's course of action, then
the ANF would expect that the strict opt-in processes requiring formal written consent, as
outlined in the application, would ensure that only those participants in support of the
process would be included in the negotiation.

• The ANF on various occasions has consulted with the Commission throughout the
development of a proposed non-prescribed voluntary code of conduct for magazines. As
a result, the ANF is confident in the probity of this process and is now investigating
avenues for broadening the consultation process to include a wider scope of industry
stakeholders.

• The ANF acknowledges that historically the State based bargaining arrangements
generally have not been able to provide newsagents with significant or meaningful
outcomes.

• While not wishing to preempt the Commission's decision, the ANF welcomes the
opportunity to debate the economic and competition policy merits of an improved
alternative arrangement, in order to attain an outcome beneficial to the needs of the
newsagency. industry.
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West Australian Newspapers Holdings Ltd (WAN)

The ANF acknowledges the history and relative success of previous collective bargaining
arrangements in respect of the WAN as detailed in their response to the interested party
consultation.

The ANF is supportive of the collective bargaining notification process arising from the Mediated
Terms of the Interim Resolution, and has lodged the required notification and fee on behalf of the
WA newsagent distributor groups in order to facilitate that process.

It is not the intention of the ANF to undermine the current collective bargaining notification
application currently underway. The ANF will lend its full support in favour of that process.

The application for authorisation A91134 and the collective bargaining notification on behalf of the
relevant Western Australian newsagent distributors are not related matters and the ANF
apologises to the representatives of the WAN and Western Australian distribution newsagents for
any ambiguity caused by the timing of its application A91134.

The ANF believes that as a matter of good governance, continuity of the original authorisation
framework need be ensured to provide the ANF immunity from legal action to allow it to
collectively represent its members in future in relation to the WAN and to all other relevant major
industry stakeholders.

With respect to the representatives of the WAN, the ANF feels that their position in response to
the ANF's application A91134 has come about as a result of a misunderstanding.

The ANF acknowledges that any future representations made on behalf of its members to the
WAN under the renewed authorisation A91134, would still require the consenting participation of
the WAN and a cooperative approach from both parties.

While the ANF and WAN may have cause to disagree on particular issues for time to time, it is the
ANF's intention to work with the WAN in the spirit of true partnership, as has been demonstrated
by the recent actions of the WAN's management and Board.

All Other Interested Party Comments

The ANF notes that in respect of its requested interim authorisation, it cannot detect any serious
objections from the Interested Party respondents.

The ANF is aware that the responses from the national industry stakeholders have been mixed as
various parties consider their position in relation to the proposed magazine arrangements outlined
in its application A91134.

However, the responses so far from the national magazine stakeholders do not as yet indicate
significant issues with the proposed magazine arrangements outlined in the substantive
application.

The ANF will welcome the opportunity to discuss with the Commission and our national industry
partners their concerns in relation to the proposed magazine arrangements, and is confident that
such concerns can be allayed through an open and cooperative dialogue.

Yours sincerely

Anthony Matis CPA
Chief Executive Officer
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