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Dear Mr Channing,

Application A91134

I refer to the application dated 15 April 2009 by the Australian Newsagents'
Federation ("Applicant") under section 88 of the Trade Practices Act for
authorisation to make a contract, arrangement or understanding that would or might
have the effect of substantially lessening competition ("Application"). At this stage,
you have sought submissions regarding an interim authorisation only. I am
conscious that this letter is two business days after the closing date for submissions
but request an extension of time for Gordon & Gotch's submission to be considered.

Gordon & Gotch is one of the parties with whom the Applicant was previously
authorised by the Commission to collectively negotiate on behalf of members of the
Applicant, under the Commission's Authorisation No.A90804 dated 28 April 2004
("2004 Authorisation").

Gordon & Gotch notes that the Applicant applies to continue the 2004 Authorisation
on essentially the same terms, subject to two differences in relation to magazines,
namely:

a. That the Applicant be authorised to collectively negotiate in respect of
"variable commissions and/or supply terms for shelf life", whereas its
2004 Authorisation was only in respect of "variable commissions for
shelf life"; and

b. That the Applicant be authorised to establish a national collective
bargaining group for magazines.

On the assumption that inclusion in point (a) of "supply terms" goes no further than
other matters already included in the 2004 Authorisation (i.e. supply allocations,
terms of supply etc) then Gordon & Gotch neither consents nor opposes point (a) in 
respect of the interim authorisation. Alin" COMMISSION CO ISSION
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In relation to point (b), Gordon & Gotch notes that the ACCC had significant
reservations about extending the 2004 Authorisation to apply to groups larger than
state level. Gordon & Gotch has had insufficient time to consider the ramifications of
this aspect of the Applicant's Application and, for the purposes of the interim
authorisation, opposes the expansion sought by the Applicant in point (b).

Apart from the above points, Gordon & Gotch neither supports nor opposes the
interim authorisation, on the basis that it will be on the same terms and conditions
that currently apply under the 2004 Authorisation.

If however the Applicant, the Commission or any other party seeks to vary the
conditions of the interim authorisation from those in the 2004 Authorisation, Gordon &
Gotch reserves its rights regarding any such variation. I request that sufficient notice
be given for Gordon & Gotch to prepare and file material in relation to any such
proposed variation.

Gordon & Gotch reserves its right to make further submissions in relation to the
Applicant's Application when it comes before the Commission for substantive
determination. I also request that Gordon & Gotch continue to be provided copies of
all material in relation to the Applicant's Application and the interim authorisation.

If you have any further queries, please feel free to contact me.

Yours sincerely

Alistair Clarkson
General Counsel / Company Secretary
PMP Ltd and Gordon & Gotch
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