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Australian 
Competition & 
Consumer 
Commission 

GPO Box 3131 
Canberra ACT 2601 

23 Marcus Clarke Street 
Canberra ACT 2601 

tel: (02) 6243 11 11 
fax: (02) 6243 1199 

Dear SirMadam 

Softwood Tasmania Joint Venture applications for authorisation A91120 - A91122 
- interested party consultation 

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (the ACCC) has received 
applications for authorisation from Forestry Tasmania, Tasmania Softwood Fund 
Pty Ltd and Southern Hemisphere Softwood Strategies (together referred to as the 
Softwood Tasmania Joint Venture (STJV)). The ACCC invites you to comment on the 
applications. Attached is a summary of the authorisation process including how to make 
a submission to the ACCC. 

The STJV participants are seeking authorisation for their Joint Venture Operating Agreement, 
Management Agreement and Sales Agency Agreement. The agreements have resulted in 
STJV participants: 

jointly approving the appointment of the manager (Timberlands Pacific Pty Ltd) to 
manage the joint venture assets 
agreeing that each would appoint the manager as their exclusive sales agent 
establishing (and continuing to develop) common marketing plans 
entering into joint sales agreements with customers 

Full copies of the applications for authorisation are available on the ACCC's website 
<www.accc.gov.au>. Alternatively, you can contact Erin Donohue on (02) 6243 1291 to 
obtain a hard copy of the applications and supporting submission. 

Request for submissions 

The ACCC invites you to make a submission on the likely public benefits and effect on 
competition, or any other public detriment, from the proposed arrangements. 

If you intend to provide a submission in relation to STJV applications for authorisation, 
please do so by 20 March 2009. Alternatively, if you would like to provide comments orally, 
please contact Erin Donohue on (02) 6243 1291 to organise a suitable time. 
Submissions, including oral submissions, will be placed on the ACCC's public register 
subject to any request for exclusion (guidelines are attached). 



Timetable 

The ACCC will progress its assessment of the applications in a timely manner. An indicative 
timetable is set out below for your information. 

Please advise if you do not wish to make a submission at this time, but would like to be 
informed of the progress of the applications at the draft and final determination stages. If you 
are able to please provide a nominated contact email address for future correspondence. 

17 February 2009 

26 February 2009 

20 March 2009 

3 April 2009 

ApriVMay 2009 

MayIJune 2009 

JuneIJuly 2009 

You can also forward this letter to any other party who may wish to make a submission to the 
ACCC regarding the applications. 

Lodgement of application and supporting submission. 

Public consultation process begins. 

Closing date for submissions from interested parties. 

Applicant responds to issues raised in the public 
consultation process. 

Draft determination. 

Public consultation on draft determination including 
any conference if called. 

Final determination. 

This letter has been placed on the ACCC's public register. If you wish to discuss any aspect 
of this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Erin Donohue on (02) 6243 1291. 

Yours sincerely 

Dr Richard Chadwick 
General Manager 
Adjudication Branch 


